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chapters contact new students ... the problem 


is how to keep them coming. Margaret Fish Stinton, former 


In February as well as in September many IVCF 







Canadian IVCF staff member, offers some — 


down-to-earth advice. 


ALEP THOSE FRESHMEN 


—or find them again! 


s ME about your first contact with the Inter-Var- 
sity chapter, Kay. What were your first impressions? 
Did it seem strange?” 

Kay grinned at me, considering. 

‘Strange’ is putting it mildly, but I relaxed when I 
saw how friendly everyone was. My first impressions 
came at a tea affair. Classes were just getting under 
way, freshman doings were in full swing, and of course 
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I was taking everything in. I got a formal invitation 
to their reception, held over at the Union, so off I went 
in a gay but slightly curious mood. I hadn’t a clue 
what they were all about. 

“I found mobs of people there milling around. Peo- 
ple came and introduced me to others; complete 
strangers drifted over for a friendly chat. Compared 
to the average reception ordeal it was quite pleasant.” 

“But surely other clubs were like that, weren’t they?” 








I asked. “How about the sororities? Isn’t everyone 
friendly to freshmen?” 

“Oh sure—couldn’t have been sweeter. They gave us 
a marvelous time, great welcome speeches, sight-seeing 
tours, feeds—you know the kind of thing that makes a 
Freshie feel she has suddenly been ushered into a bright 
new intellectual world! But the people I met at i-V 
seemed to have something else besides that purposeful 
come-join-our-club friendliness.” 

“What was that difference, Kay? I’m awfully inter- 
ested.” 


“Well, let’s see, I’m not sure I can put it into words. 
The trouble is I know now what the difference was, 
but at that time it was intangible—but very noticeable. 
Somehow there was a below-surface genuineness in 
their interest in you as a person, not just a future 
member. Also, I found that they were not trying to 
sell themselves or their organization — there was no 
forced enthusiasm or usual brag about program and 
activities, no back-slapping introductions or we-are-the- 
people speeches. The size or popularity of their group 
did not seem to matter at all. When they invited us 
to join in their activities they spoke of informal dis- 
cussions, a chance to investigate the real values of faith 
in Jesus Christ. And they spoke seriously, as if what 
they had to offer was tremendously important and 
worthwhile, not just a matter for casual second choices. 


“That stuck. Of course I suffered severe mental 
shock when they mentioned prayer meetings and Bible 
study, which to me were utterly foreign to a university 
world, but I just had to listen as they spoke so con- 
fidently about the purpose of life and education and 
of the true Source of all Knowledge. But of course, 
all those compelling impressions wouldn’t have 
amounted to a thing if I hadn’t kept coming back to 
the group.” 

But thanks to a faithful, inconspicuous member of 
the group, Kay had kept coming back. 

At first, prospects of Kay’s return were poor. The 
IVCF chapter and its welcome were lost in a whirl of 
activity and new experiences—professors, classes, new 
friends, dates, dances, parties, and all the excitement 
of initiation. Occasionally the bulletin board or the 
Daily jogged her memory, and momentarily the urge 
to go to a meeting would register. But then something 
always turned up to distract her attention and the idea 
would fade. Besides, she hated going places alone, and 
she did not know any one else who might be interested. 
She needed moral support, but she knew her lab part- 
ner wasn’t the religious type. Oh well, skip it. 

Then Jean dropped in for a chat. Kay knew Jean 
was a junior; she had seen her in the lounge in the 
chemistry building and had noticed her on the Junior 
Welcoming Committee. Jean had seen Kay at the 
IVCF Reception. In Kay’s room, they chatted about 


chemistry, the profs, the lectures, and the labs. Jean 
offered Kay some first-year textbooks and told her to 
be sure to let her know if she needed help. Then Jean 
mentioned the IVCF Reception and, finding Kay’s mild 
interest, invited her to a little Bible study in the dorm 
that night. They parted friends, Jean promising to call 
for Kay. 


In spite of feeling rather floored at finding herself at 
a Bible study, Kay found a real welcome. The others 
seemed so intent on what they were finding in the Gos. 
pel of John that she soon joined in. She didn’t know 
much about it, but she asked questions, and gradually 
even got up enough courage to volunteer an opinion 
or two. No one seemed condescending or surprised but 
encouraged her to chip in. 

A few weeks later Kay was coming regularly and 
bringing a friend. Months later, after a whole winter 
of questions, doubts, arguments and discussion plus 
faithful friendship, persistent prayer, and quiet wit- 
ness, Kay came to a saving faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Where might she have been today if Jean had 
not bridged that gap! 

Keep those freshmen coming! How many “Kay’s” 
are on your campus this winter? 

Now the result of months and weeks of planning 
is over. Hundreds of freshmen have been showered 
with blotters, booklets, leaflets, pamphlets, invitations, 
and other chapter propaganda. They have had a good 
lime at corn roasts, wiener roasts, hikes, hobo parties, 
hayrides, coke “squashes,” and more formal teas, re- 
ceptions, and week-end retreats. At this point the mem- 
bership committee (I hope there is one in your chap- 
ter) have sorted out names, courses, addresses and 
phone numbers, filed index cards, and formed some 
plan for intelligent follow-up for all the new contacts. 
Letters from pastors back home bring in some new 
members; requests for contacting others come in from 
all directions and it looks like a gigantic task. 

There need not be chaos over it. A small, hard 
working membership committee—with the mechanical 
jobs of listing and typing index cards left to volun- 


teers—can soon have it all collected into a system. 
What then? 


A president and executive committee can plan spe 
cially for follow-up and above all constantly put it up 
to the group members. Visiting teams can be arranged 
lo visit young people’s groups in the churches, on the 
lookout for freshmen who are interested. Others can 
make casual visits in the residences or track down fresh- 
man contacts in their own courses. 

Whatever the methods used, freshman follow-up has 
to come off paper, agendas, committees’ notes, lists and 
files, right into the world of people, and into the con- 
stant awareness of the life and witness of the indi- 
vidual members of the group. For there are scores of 
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first contacts who are still our responsibility. They 
cannot be dropped as being “disinterested,” nor should 
their initial interest and attendance be cause for com- 
placent neglect during these next crucial months. 

There is John Hamilton. He came to the Freshman 
Corn Roast because he is sincerely interested in reli- 
gion from an objective, philosophical point of view. 
He needs someone to listen to his ideas patiently, then 
quietly and logically point out the reality of Chris- 
tianity. That will call for patience, tact, kindness and, 
especially, time. 

There is Anne, caught in a whirl of social gaiety, 
who came to you after the informal hymn-sing and said 
earnestly: “I can’t get over it. I’ve never heard fel- 
lows talk like that about Christ before; do you believe 
it too?” And you replied, “Certainly do, let’s get to- 
gether and discuss it sometime.” Have you seen Anne 
recently ? 

In the last few months crucial choices have been 
made. Extracurricular activity has been sifted out, 
time-schedules stabilized, new friendships formed, and 
campus living habits established. The importance of 
following up the new contacts, which were the result of 
prayerful planning, calls first of all for special prayer, 
that each member of the group may find all his re- 


sources in Christ who is Wisdom, Power, and Love. 
It calls for awareness of responsibility, and for unsel- 
fish living. Jt means the deliberate seeking of points 
of natural friendship, whether in the classroom or out- 
side. It will entail the willingness to scrap our own 
plans often in recognizing the need of another; it will 
call for the investment of valuable time, which needs 
wise planning, as “extra” time is.nonexistent for the 
average student. 

There are many students in your group or serving 
the Lord in professional life today, because someone 
followed up a freshman contact. If we are too busy 
with meetings and chapter activities to demonstrate the 
concern and love for the individual that our Lord has, 
then we are not worthy to be attempting His work. 

Lord Crucified, 

Give me a heart like Thine, 
Help me to love 

The dying souls around. 
Oh keep my heart 

In closest touch with Thine 
And give me Love, 

Pure, Calvary Love, 

To win the lost to Thee. 
(Dohnavur Fellowship) 





The Story of the Tibetan 


BY CHANDHU RAY (i 

op “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth” (I Timothy 2:4). This both 
gives our charter and emphasizes our duty. The fact 
that it is God’s will that all men, including Tibetans, 
should be saved gives us boldness to pray for Tibet. 

The story of the Bible in Tibetan illustrates the faith- 
fulness of God and the faithfulness of those who have 
labored in producing and publishing this translation. 
THE BEGINNINGS 

Tibet is a high plateau, 16,000 feet above sea level, 
unreachable by our standards even physically. Spiritu- 
ally, it is a dark land full of superstition, and the 
people’s hearts are unreachable save by the wonderful 
love of the Father, in the redeeming power of the Son. 

In 1855 or 1856 the Dalai Lama, head of the State, 
was murdered. This was a particularly heinous crime 
in Tibet, because the Buddhist creed forbids the taking 

(Continued on page 6) 


The facing page shows Buddhism’s 
citadel, “The Vatican of the 
Tibetans,” in the Forbidden City, 
Lhasa. 
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ABOUT THE ARTICLE 

One of the principals in this fascinating ac- 
count of the Tibetan translation of the Scriptures 
is the author himself, the Rev. Chandhu Ray, 
Secretary of the Bible Society of India at Lahore, 
Pakistan. Copies of this story may be had from 
the Association for the Free Distribution of the 
Scriptures, 47 Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1, 
at a nominal cost. 





of life. The political adviser to the Dalai Lama was sus- 
pected of being implicated in the crime, and his life 
was in danger. He might be sewn up in the skin of a 
yak and thrown down a deep ravine. So this man, 
known as Gergan, which means “Counsellor,” a cul- 
tured, well-educated man, migrated from Tibet into 
Kashmir and, buying the whole Luba valley, settled 
there. In the providence of God two Moravian mis- 
sionaries, named Heyde and Pagell, after a journey of 
two and a half years across India, came to this remote 
valley, and there met Gergan, who became their teacher 
and helped in the Bible translating. In 1883 the Gos- 
pel of John, the first Gospel in Tibetan, was published 
in Germany. 

These two missionaries sat with Gergan year after 
year. He and they toiled together, translating the Scrip- 
tures and also hymns of love and praise; but, so far as 
is known, he never confessed Christ, but died in 1890 
still a Buddhist. 


YOSEB GERGAN 

Wonderful, however, are the ways of God! Gergan’s 
small son had seen his father sitting on the floor, day 
after day, with the two foreigners, poring over a book 
which was evidently much loved. When he was seven 
years old, he managed to get hold of a copy of the 
Gospel of John and, reading it, believed, although he 
kept his faith secret until his father’s death. Then, at 
the age of twelve, he confessed Christ and linked him- 
self openly with the missionaries. How many children 
have come to the Lord even before that age! 


The boy, whose name was Yoseb, asked to be sent 
away for education. He went to Srinagar and, after 
eleven years of study, he knew — besides his native 
Tibetan in its best classical form—English, Urdu, Kash- 
miri, and other Indian languages. The British govern- 
ment offered him lucrative posts, but he refused them 
all, saying, “No, I have given my life to the Lord Jesus 
Christ to serve Him. If His messengers are not allowed 
to go to my people, I will devote myself to translating 
the Bible, so that it can have legs and go into Tibet to 
preach to them.” 


Beginning his labors at the age of twenty-three, he 
toiled until he was fifty when, with missionary help, 
he had completed the Old Testament and had also re- 
vised a New Testament translation that had already 
been made. When all is given over to God—and this 


was true of Yoseb Gergan—He uses men in marvelous 
ways. 


PRESERVATION OF THE MANUSCRIPT 
The manuscript was sent to the British and Foreign 


Bible Society, which carefully tests the accuracy and 
suitability of the translations submitted. In this case 
the translation was studied by scholars in London and 
compared with Tibetan texts in the British Museum. 
Inquiries were sent also to China, Bhutan, Sikkim, and 
Leh; and, after six years, it was agreed that this was a 
truly inspired translation and should be printed. 

This, however, was in 1941, when the war was at its 
height. Paper was not obtainable, so the precious man- 
uscripts were carefully hidden away in the crypt of the 
Cathedral at Ripon until the end of the war. By this 
time Gergan was sixty years old. He wrote to the Soci- 
ety’s office in Lahore asking how soon the Bible would 
be printed. Was he not to see before he died this Book 
to which he had devoted his life? If it could not be 
published in England, could the manuscripts not be 
returned to India and printed there? We sent a copy of 
the letter to England and offered to publish it im India. 
The Bible Society agreed, and accepted the offer. 
DIFFICULTIES OF PRODUCTION 

A supply of American paper was obtained and, after 
perilous journeyings, including long distances on mule- 
back, the manuscripts and the paper for writing the 
proof sheets reached Srinagar, and then Leh. Gergan 
commenced to write the whole Bible in a clear script 
on large specially prepared sheets of paper. He used 
all his strength and time, leaving the barest margin for 
food and rest. He toiled day and night from 1945 to 
1946. Then his health gave way. The doctor said he 
might live five days or, at the most, five months. Others 
were called in to help with the copying—which explains 
why the Tibetan Bible appears in five different hand- 
writings. On August 11, 1946, the work was at last 
finished. God allowed Yoseb Gergan to see the com- 
pletion of the task and then, five days later took him 
home to be with Himself. 

The sheets were brought from Leh to Lahore, and 
there transferred to zinc plates. In this process the 
reproduction was imperfect in some places, which occa- 
sioned further delay because the proofs had to be sent 
to Leh again to be corrected. 

This was done, but, in being returned to bist they 
were tragically lost in the mails. Another set of cor- 
rected proofs was prepared and sent off, this time both 
registered and insured. But a careless post office em- 


ploye spilled water over the parcel so that the sheets 


stuck together, making them worthless. 

A third set of corrected proofs was prepared. But it 
was now the end of 1947 when raiders were in Ladakh 
and the routes closed. When matters reached this stage, 
it was borne in upon the hearts of the Bible Society 
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staf in Lahore that, behind all the delays and hin- 
drances, was the fierce and successful opposition of the 
Evil One, and that the only solution was prayer. Ap- 
peal was made therefore to members of the Punjaub 
Praise and Prayer Union, who gave themselves to a 
day of prayer on behalf of the Tibetan Bible. And as 
they prayed, without any human communication God 
moved the heart of a scribe named Gallap, in Leh, to 
offer to come to Lahore to do the corrections there. 


GALLAP, THE SCRIBE 

It meant leaving his snowy mountains to come down 
io the heat of the plains. But the fifty-five-year-old 
scribe was so eager to come that in February, 1948, 
he set out for Lahore even before the snows had melted 
from the passes. Bearing the precious manuscripts, he 
traveled on foot day after day. Missionaries had al- 
ready been evacuated, so that there were none to help 
him on the way. 

Still he pressed on, until he was stopped by the raid- 
ers and forced to return to Leh after twenty-two days 
of travel. Undaunted, he set out again, taking another 
route in order to dodge the raiders. This time he met 
Indian troops who, regarding him as a spy, would not 
allow him to proceed. 

The Society in Lahore anxiously waited for news of 
him, but for four and a half months we heard nothing. 
Then on June 25, a scrap of paper was handed to me 
on which were the words, “Here I am, stuck beyond 
Woyil Bridge. If you can come, come.” How I thanked 
God, and made plans. I went to the airlines office and 
asked, “Can I fly?” What a question! To fly into 
enemy territory! It might be possible, however, to get 
a permit to fly to India, and from there to proceed by 
plane to Kashmir. The government gave me the neces- 
sary permit, and on the first of July I was waiting at 
the aerodrome in India to travel by a plane leaving at 
11:30 a.m. At 11:15 passengers were informed that 
an order had come banning entry of all civilians into 
Kashmir from that day. I said to the pilot of the plane, 
“Are you going to take any notice of an order sent you 
only fifteen minutes before you are due to start, when 
the plane is ready and the passengers are waiting?” 
After a minute’s thought he said, “No, I will proceed. 
The government ought to have sent the order sooner.” 

I flew therefore on the last plane to Kashmir, and a 
three days’ hike brought me to the only bridge over 
the Sinda river. Here there was a great concentration 
of troops, and further progress was barred. 

“THE GOOD HAND OF GOD" 

I had to use strategy. I had with me Gospels in 
Marathi and Hindi. So I went among the troops, 
preaching and giving out Gospels. I told the wonder- 
ful story of God’s saving grace, welcoming and trans- 
forming sinners. I told what it had done for me. The 
men were interested. I was given shelter for the night, 
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and the next morning saw the officer in command. I 
explained to him that on the other side of the bridge 
was the manuscript of this same wonderful book writ- 
ten in Tibetan, and that we were anxious to print it 
that the message might be sent to Tibet. Would he give 
me permission to proceed? The miracle was performed. 
He said “Yes.” 

Pressing on across the bridge, I met the scribe from 
Leh. We knelt down and thanked God together for His 
wonder-working power! Then, returning with the scribe, 
I showed the officer in command the sacred manuscript. 
He was deeply impressed, and permitted us to travel to 
Srinagar by army lorry (truck). 

But now came the problem of getting back to Lahore. 
The military authorities at first said that there was no 
way; then it was suggested that if I could get a Priority 
Number One pass, it might be possible to travel on a 
plane for wounded men. But to obtain the pass, I had 
to go to the Inspector General of Police. Now this man 
was a Sikh, and there is mortal hatred between Sikhs 
and Pakistanis. No Sikh can live for five minutes in 
Pakistan, and here was I, a Pakistani, asking a favor 
of a Sikh Inspector General! I decided to tell him the 
whole story. 

“But how did you ever get here and pass through our 
lines to obtain the manuscript?” he asked in amaze- 
ment. I said that it was my Lord who had opened the 
way and I quoted the words, “All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth.” God’s Word has power. 
The Sikh pressed an electric bell. I did not know what 
he was about to do, but when a subordinate officer ap- 
peared, he said, “Write out two Priority Number One 
permits.” The major at the aerodrome could scarcely 
believe his eyes, but the permits were authentic, and 
next morning we flew to Delhi. 

The heat in Delhi was terrible—114 degrees in the 
shade. The scribe from Leh, who had lived in snowy 
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PSALM | IN THE TIBETAN LANGUAGE 


regions all his life, was almost fainting by my side and 
I feared that he might die unless relief came. 
a miracle saved him. That evening at 6:30 torrents of 
rain fell, cooling the atmosphere. Continuing our jour- 
ney by rail, we had to stand in a third-class car which 


Again 


was packed to suffocation. But at last the precious 
manuscripts were brought by the faithful courier safely 
to Lahore. 

In Lahore we set to work with all possible speed. 
The printing press worked twenty-four hours a day with 
men in three shifts, and the scribe, in a room kept cool 
by ice and fans, worked twenty-two hours a day! 

In fourteen days we gave him the first printed Bible 


GOD FOUND IN A RANGOON PRISON 


in Tibetan, its leaves stitched together as the binding. 
With this treasure in his possession he set out on his 
return journey. 
and then, 


We escorted him as far as we could 
buying him a horse, sent him on his way. 
After a month he reached Leh with the printed Word 
of God in its Tibetan translation in his hands. 
The Bible in Tibetan is now being distributed. One 
thousand copies of the whole Bible, three thousand New 
Testaments, five thousand Gospels, 
copies each of the 


and one thousand 
Acts and Psalms are ready. 

“Q give thanks unto the Lord. . 
doeth great wonders 
(Psalms 136:1, 4). 


. to him who alone 
: for his mercy endureth for ever” 
END 


BY ADAM Q. JOHNSON 


7. CHAPLAIN was visiting the ambulatory 
patients brought to the base hospital from the 
central prison in Rangoon after the Japanese 
had been.cleared out of Burma. There were 
Americans, Australians, English, and French. 

He stopped before the cot of a young Ameri- 
can in his early twenties. The boy was long and 
thin, his face still showing the marks of pro- 
tracted confinement and inadequate diet. He 
was holding a New Testament, the kind issued 
‘to the chaplains, which included the Psalms. 

“How long were ‘you a prisoner, fellow?” 
asked the chaplain. 

“Thirty-four months altggether, sir.” 

“That’s nearly three years,” the chaplain 
winced. “Where did they pick you up?” he 
inquired. 

“I was captured in northern Burma and 
brought down to Rangoon.” 

“I see you're reading the Scriptures,” re- 
marked _ eee “What passage do you like 


pages reflectively. “I guess 
my - is the eighty-fourth Psalm.” 
“And why is that?” asked the chaplain. 
“In the Rangoon prison, Chappie, I spent 
_ twenty-five months in a solitary cell that was 
only five feet square. It had one window, six 





inches square, with a bar across it.” 

The chaplain thought of the tropical heat 
--112 to 115 degrees day and night. “It seems 
impossible. How could you stand it?” he ex- 
claimed. 

“I found God, Chappie.” 

“Found God—in a solitary cell, five by five, 
in 115-degree heat?” He was thinking out loud 
as much as asking the question. “Tell me about 
c" 

“Well, that’s where the Psalm comes in. My . 
mother used to read me that Psalm when I was 
a kid, and I remembered the first part of it. I 
kept repeating it over and over there in that cell. 
Faith in God kept me alive.” 

The boy’s story of his experience brought to 
that minister a newer and deeper appreciation 
of the eighty-fourth Psalm. He can never read 
it now without remembering the young man who _ 
found God in the Rangoon prison. 

Do you remember the eighty-fourth Psalm? 
Why not read it now and picture, as you read, 
that young man sitting in a solitary cell five feet 
square, month in and month out in tropical heat 
soaring to 115 degrees, thousands of miles from 
home and loved ones. | think you too will better 
understand what the psalmist was thinking when 
he began, “How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of hosts!” END 
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Ever-present 
Paradox 


ne IS MUCH in the times in which we live that is 
hollow, superficial, metallic, false, and fruitless. This 
.is sadly true even of the religious life and work of 
today. How our hearts cry out for reality and vitality! 
How we crave for ourselves and for our fellow Chris- 
tians a spirituality that is life-generating, life-trans- 
forming, and life-transmitting! 

We have declared in no uncertain way that we be- 
lieve the great fundamentals of the Christian faith, and 
we have made the assumption that it is only through 
the proclamation of these living truths that the salva- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ can be made efficacious 
in winning those who are lost. 


ORTHODOXY AND SPIRITUALITY 

But orthodoxy does not necessarily spell spirituality. 
There is nothing in this world quite so hollow, super- 
ficial, metallic, false, and fruitless as orthodoxy di- 
vorced from spirituality. Some one asked the other 
day, “Do you think that one who holds the conserva- 
live position has greater spirituality in life and greater 
fruitfulness in service than the one who holds the lib- 
eral position regarding the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
Scriptures?” My reply was, “The conservative posi- 
tion regarding Jesus Christ and His Word, not only 
believed in and proclaimed but lived in the life of the 
individual, does indeed mean a deeper spirituality and 
a greater fruitfulness in service.” Therefore, we claim 
that a true and full belief in the person and work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and in the Holy Scriptures as 
the Word of God to man is essential to a full and per- 
fect realization of the salvation of Jesus Christ in the 
individual life. But we are compelled to ask ourselves 
the question, “Is it possible for one to hold steadfastly 
to these great essential truths and yet fail, perhaps even 
lamentably, to show forth the winsomeness, beauty, 
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Separate, yet one— 
contending, yet peaceable— 
uncompromising, yet loving... 
How can a Christian maintain 


the difficult balance? 


BY RUTH PAXSON 


power, and holiness, of the life they were meant to 
produce?” Perhaps all of us know those who have 
believed in and proclaimed the sound doctrines of the 
faith to a greater degree and with a greater fervor than 
they have “adorned” them. 

Many of us are living and working with those who 
hold doctrinal positions quite contrary to our own. 
Our problem is, How can we be kept uncompromising 
in service and winsome in life? 

There has come into my life a deep sense of need, 
and a great yearning for the wonderful, marvelous 
balance that was in the life of our Lord, typified by the 
fine flour of the meal-offering which we read about in 
Leviticus. The fine flour speaks of the evenness and 
balance of the character of Christ: of the perfection in 
which no quality was in excess, none lacking. He never 
went too far one way or the other. In His glorious life 
there was no dent, no excrescence. That perfect bal- 
ance in character, conversation, and conduct was always 
maintained even in the midst of His controversial con- 
tacts with the rationalists and liberals of His day. 


INSIGHT WITHOUT SUSPICION 

Jesus Christ had keenest insight and penetration into 
the lives of men, but this insight and penetration was 
without suspicion. He knew what was in men, even to 
the thoughts, reasonings, and motives, of those delib- 
erately opposing and ensnaring Him. He discerned and 
declared even in public what He saw in them, and often 
in what seems like a scathing denunciation. But this 
keen insight into the evil of some never led Him into 
an indiscriminate suspicion of all. 

Every one of us wishes to be loyal to our Lord in 
these perilous times when we know that there are many 
who “have departed from the faith” and who “will not 
endure sound doctrine.” We are determined there shall 
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be no compromise, but oh, how greatly we need to keep 
our lives yielded unceasingly to Christ who keenly pen- 
etrated into the very innermost heart of man, yet kept 
His own heart free from the slightest trace of unloving 
or unholy suspicion! 


DISCERNMENT WITHOUT DISCOURAGEMENT 

A second glance into the life of our Lord shows 
another phase of this perfect poise. He had discern- 
ment without discouragement. He knew the skepticism 
in the mind of Thomas, the denial in the heart of Peter, 
the treachery in the soul of Judas, yet He did not lose 
faith in the others of the twelve. He did not even de- 
spair of Thomas and Peter, but instead gave Himself 
to prayer that they might be delivered from their blind- 
ness and backsliding. A clear discernment of the unbe- 
lief, confusion, and worldliness in the Church today 
could lead us to discouragement, even at times to de- 
pression. But if we are fully possessed and controlled 
by Him who now ever liveth at God’s right hand to 
make intercession we shall be delivered from discour- 
agement and led into believing, prevailing prayer for 
those thus tempted and blinded. 


DENUNCIATION WITH RESTRAINT 

A third glimpse into the perfect balance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is found in Matthew 23. I tremble as | 
hear Him lay bare the blindness, hypocrisy, delusion, 
and sinfulness of the religious leaders of His time in a 
denunciation that is staggering in its severity. But I 
am melted into tears as I hear Him pour out the com- 
passion and love of His soul in a lament that is heart- 
breaking in the tenderness of its appeal. We are face 
to face today with exactly the same blindness, delusion, 
and even deliberate “proselyting to those forms of doc- 
trine which are undermining and destroying true faith 
in our Lord and in His Word.” Loyalty to our Lord 
will sometimes require denunciation like His own, but 
can such denunciation ever be spoken unaccompanied 
by a similar lament? It is very easy to pronounce 
“Anathema” upon the Pharisees; it is very difficult to 





weep over Jerusalem. May God grant to each of us 
His own constraint and restraint. 


AUTHORITY WITHOUT SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Again, our Lord spoke with a certainty and authority 
that was absolute and dogmatic, yet without the slightest 
trace of self-righteousness. When He said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life” or, “I say unto you,” it 
was with a finality born of unchangeable certitude. 
Yet people did not go from His presence criticizing 
His dogmatism and calling Him self-righteous. On the 
contrary, even His enemies were compelled to say, 
“Never spake man like this man.” 

We have spoken collectively and individually con- 
cerning the essential and primary place which funda- 
mental truths should hold in Christian service, and 
without doubt to some who are not in sympathy with 
this viewpoint there is dogmatism, certitude, and final- 
ity in our statements. This is inevitable. But with what 
kind of attitude and in what kind of manner do we 
speak? Are we characterized by a stultifying self- 
righteousness and fleshly pugnacity or by a consistent 
winsomeness and transparent trueness of character and 
conduct? 


SEPARATE, YET ONE 

Another problem is troubling some of us who are in 
close relationship to those who are teaching and preach- 
ing unsound doctrine. It is the problem of a practical 
reconciliation of certain exhortations and commands in 
the Bible. 

There is a clear call in God’s Word to His children 
to “come out . . . and be separate.” But from whom? | 
God Himself answers. He shows plainly that it is from 
believers who are false teachers. In II Timothy 2:17-21 
He calls them “vessels of dishonour” and counsels us 
to “purge ourselves from these.” In I Timothy 6:3-5 
He commands “from such withdraw thyself,” and in 
II John 9-11] we read the austere words, “If there come 
any unto you and bring not this doctrine [the doctrine 
of Christ mentioned above], receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed.” Yet we turn to 
John 17 and hear our Lord pray, “That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me . . . that they may be one, even 
as we are one.” 

How are we to be separate and yet one? Where is the 
separation to begin, and where end? Who is to do the 
separating and the unifying in all our varied relation- 
ships? Man surely cannot. When he attempts it, the 
result is either flabby compromise or futile conflict. 
Surely this is a task for the Holy Spirit alone in the 
life of each of us. 

We must not be separated from our Lord by the 
tiniest trace of compromise or disloyalty in these great 

(Continued on page 28, column 1) 
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Does intellectual doubt necessarily 


have its root in sin? 


Evangelist John M. Barbee 


says No, in this pertinent 


“apologetic for apologetics.”’ 





chology professor anxiously. It wasn’t the usual thing 
on this Fundamentalist college campus for a student to 
consult a psychology professor concerning spiritual 
problems. 

At the appointed hour the professor found a soul in 
turmoil. Here was a youthful mind torn with intellec- 
tual difficulty and doubt concerning the Christian reve- 
lation. 

Two hours later the student emerged with a relaxed 
smile. A victory had been won. His faith was buoyant 
again. 

This victory ended a strange, severe battle. The stu- 
dent had been told by his spiritual counselors that sin 
had caused his doubt. He would get victory over the 
difficulty by confessing his sins, they said. He confessed. 
But the promised solution did not come. Several weeks 
passed like dark nights of his soul. The ferment of 
doubt increased. His introspection became unwhole- 
some as he probed for the sin which caused his doubt. 
After desperate and fruitless soul-searching, he con- 
cluded that it was not sin which caused his difficulty. 
This decision brought about the conference with a pro- 
fessor who considered his problem sympathetically and 
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pointed out pertinent factors which brought solution. 
With the solution came peace of mind and soul. 


THE MOTIVES OF DOUBTERS 

Now this case is authentic and it is disturbing. The 
spiritual advisers in this case, because of a certain con- 
viction, left a soul to flounder in spiritual darkness. 
They doubtless felt assured that their assumption had 
a Biblical basis; indeed, it is an assumption shared by 
many evangelical Christians. That makes it all the more 
dangerous. The assumption is a glib diagnosis for 
doubt and intellectual difficulty: there are no honest 
doubters. 

One preacher stated it this way: “You do not want 
to do God’s will, and that is why you seek out these 
intellectual difficulties to hide behind as excuses.” His 
sentiment agrees with that of another minister who said, 
“Pull up doubt and you'll find sin at the root. Get rid 
of the sin and the doubt will disappear.” 

According to this attitude, all intellectual problems 
are actually moral in nature. Instead of having sincere 
difficulties with the validity of the Christian revelation, 
the doubter is merely trying to rationalize his rebellion 
against God and cloak his sins. This is concluded to be 
the nature of all intellectual difficulty—and particularly 
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of the doubts of the unregenerate. 


This view entirely rejects the place of apologetics in 
witnessing, by saying that repentance instead of reason- 
ing would solve these problems. Apologetics is, of 
course, the use of human reasoning and scientific data 
to point out the validity of the Christian revelation. 


One blunt asserter of this widespread belief says: 
“The sinner would far rather argue on an earthly level 
than be barraged by Biblical quotations. Anything but 
that! Invariably he will try to change the conversation. 
If this proves unsuccessful . . . he will either openly re- 
ject the authority of the Bible or remember that he has 
an appointment for which he is now late.” 


All Christian witnesses are familiar with the unbe- 
liever who minimizes his own sins by calling attention 
to hypocrisy among Christians. He is taking the “red 
herring” way out, and is not sincere. 

SOME DOUBTERS SINCERE 

But insincerity among some unbelievers should not 
make the Christian suspicious of the motives of all who 
profess to have difficulties. Intellectual objections are 
evasion tactics by some unregenerate persons; on the 
other hand, some welcome the solution to problems 
which have hindered their surrender to God. 


Irreparable injustice may be done to a sincere per- 
son by impugning his motives when he states his diffi- 
culties. This vast assumption is a perilous one and 
should not be accepted without the closest scrutiny. 

It is dificult to prove to a person who has never had 
sincere intellectual problems that anyone else could 
have them. But one must always be hesitant to pass 
judgment on anyone whose experience has not been 
similar to his own. 

The majority of the spiritual leaders I have ques- 
tioned on this subject confess that they have been trou- 
bled at times with intellectual difficulties. And they deny 
that they were attempting to rationalize known sin. 

The assumption that all who doubt are insincere is 
weakened still more by the genuine gratitude expressed 
by unbelievers and Christians whose doubts have been 
carefully dealt with in an apologetical manner. Many 
contemporary soul-winners will testify with Dr. J. Ed- 
win Orr that reasoning with the doubts of unbelievers 
has contributed to their ultimate decision for Christ (as 





illustrated by his articles “Can We Find God?” Janu- 
ary, 1949, His; and “An Agnostic Steps Down” May, 
1949, His). 

Even one sincerely held difficulty would invalidate 
the opinion that all such problems were evasions of 
repentance. The possibility of one makes it perilous to 
prejudge any. Motives may safely be left to God. 


DOUBT AND ORIGINAL SIN 

Since doubt separates from God it must certainly 
have some relation to sin. According to Scripture, men 
are born with sinful natures because of their relation 
to Adam’s transgression, called original sin (cf. Ro- 
mans 5). Although we may be conscious of our guilt, 
we are not conscious of our actual participation in 
Adam’s sin. 

All our difficulties are rooted in this original sin. 
Some difficulties we know to be results of our deliberate 
sins; other difficulties are not related to them. A case 
in point is social disease. Some infections result from 
willful sin, others do not. The infections not resultant 
from willful sin are nevertheless rooted in original sin. 
It is our contention that genuine intellectual difficulties 
are in this class. Since they are not the result of de- 
liberate sin, they are, in the practical sense, honestly 
held difficulties. 

The final and absolute remedy for original sin is the 
blood of Christ offered to us in the gospel. But it does 
not follow that the method for dissolving intellectual 
difficulty is always repentance by man and redemption 
by God, for all involvements in original sin do not im- 
mediately disappear in the repentance-redemption en- 
counter. 


INTERMEDIATE AGENCIES 

On the contrary, the redeemed are not immediately 
released from all effects of original sin. Physical sick- 
ness or weakness may be cited as one such involvement. 
God apparently honors intermediate agencies for hu- 
man welfare. 

Here is a crucial point in the area of apologetics. 
Is it God’s will to use apologetics as a method to help 
Christians or unbelievers who have intellectual difficul- 
ties? Objectors to the method of apologetics urge John 
7:17 as Christ’s view: “If any man will do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God...” 

Those who discount apologetics conclude from this 
verse that if a person will submit to God’s will, he will 
be inwardly informed by a direct act of God. The 
Spirit, through direct and exclusive illumination, will 
inform the human mind of the divine revelation and its 
meaning, they claim. Such a direct act would exclude 
scientific data and human reasoning as aids in dealing 
with difficulties. A Fundamentalist writer described 
them as “unworthy and ineffective methods.” The wit- 
ness should never be an apologist: he should only 
preach the Word of the gospel, he contends. 
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It may be pointed out that the verse does not state 
the particular method the Holy Spirit might use to con- 
vince the person of the revelation. The verse may well 
be taken to mean that the Holy Spirit assures the solu- 
tion to the person who is willing to do God’s will. He 
may do this, however, through the apologetical method 
in witnessing. 

Those who maintain that the quotation of Scripture 
is the only Spirit-honored method of resolving difficul- 
ties must close their eyes to other methods that have 
actually brought results. 

Jesus and Paul frequently used illustrations, argu- 
ments, and examples which showed they did not depend 
upon direct illumination alone. Bible scholarship has 
not solely depended on this intuitively perceived illu- 
mination in its criteria for canonical books, the trans- 
lations (comparison of mss.), the study of Greek pa- 
pyri, or the formulation of creeds. Those whose preach- 
ing utilizes any illustrations, analogies, expositions, or 
extra-Biblical language are assuming that God does not 
use direct illumination exclusively. 

Evangelists are frequently heard to declare that “only 
the gospel or the Word is going to save people; human 
reasoning or matching wits will not.” But these evan- 
gelists, besides quoting Scripture, use human appeals 
to the emotions, human appeals to the will, and even 
some appeal to the mind in their preaching. They ac- 
tually assume that the Holy Spirit does use interme- 
diate methods. Apologetics is such a method. We hold 
it to be legitimate and Biblical. 


HUMAN WISDOM AND REVELATION 

“The world by. wisdom knew not God.” This state- 
ment by St. Paul is held by some to exclude apologetics. 
Human reason, they urge, is not competent to find God. 
To understand Paul’s references to human wisdom, it 
is necessary to distinguish between two types of knowl- 
edge. We shall call them the knowledge of conception 
and the knowledge of acquaintance. Conceptual knowl- 
edge pertains to ideas we have about persons. Ac- 
quaintance knowledge is the actual and immediate ex- 
perience of the person as person. 

At Mars Hill Paul accredited pagan poets with cor- 
rect conceptual knowledge about God. In another in- 
stance he said of the heathen, “That which may be 
known of God is manifest in them” (Romans 1:19). 
When he tells us that the natural man cannot know the 
things of God, he is doubtless referring to the acquaint- 
ance knowledge of God as Person. One can have some 
accurate knowledge about a person whom he has never 
met personally. Plato manifested many correct con- 
cepts about God three hundred years before Chris- 
tianity. 

We may consider the Christian revelation as being 
divided into two areas, shown as two concentric circles. 
The smaller circle is the gospel, which involves the sac- 
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rificial death of Christ for sin. The area between the 
circumference of the inner circle and the outer circle 
is the part of the Christian revelation which may be 
known conceptually by the unregenerate mind. 

The apologist denies that human reason may pierce 
the inner circle. God makes foolish human wisdom 
only when man substitutes it for the gospel in redemp- 
tion. Man’s wisdom, under common grace, is helpful, 
not foolish, in embracing the area of revelation in the 
outer circle. Opponents of apologetics have not always 
recognized this distinction. 

Of course, many unsaved people have no intellectual 
difficulties. They believe “with the head” the truths of 
revelation. But we must distinguish between this and 
heart belief. Heart belief is not mere assent, but com- 
mittal. It seems safe to maintain that if any unsaved 
person can mentally accept the truths of revelation, it 
is possible for others to do so. The ministry of apol- 
ogetics will help them to attain this faith of assent and 
knowledge of conception. Both are necessary for the 
faith of committal and knowledge of acquaintance. 

The apologist does not claim to save man through 
“wit matching” or reasoning. He claims that he can, 
by the Holy Spirit’s power, help sincere people who 
have intellectual difficulties. He sympathetically con- 
siders the proposed difficulty and then brings relevant 
phenomena and reasons from any field of human ex- 
perience which will show the Christian approach to be 
more ultimately relevant than any other solution. He 
believes this is the New Testament meaning of apolo- 
geomai. He believes that while the faith of committal 
brings salvation, apologetics may help prepare the 
ground for this act. 

If the apologetic method were used of God to help 
save any soul from shipwreck of faith, it would be 
valid. We conclude that it is not “ineffective and un- 
worthy,” because it has helped many. It helped me. END 





AN URGENT CALL TO PRAYER 


A missionary just returned from China makes 
this plea to readers of His: 


The critical situation in China is forcing many 
missionaries to withdraw. Arrangements are being 
made now for a large party to leave the country. 
Pray that they may be protected on their long 
and difficult journeys and that accommodation 
at the ports and transportation to the homelands 
will be provided. 


Now that a major part of the foreign mission- 
ary force has withdrawn, let us not divert our 
prayer interest from those who remain—especially 
Christian students who are maintaining a grand 
witness for Christ. Recent letters tell of real 
blessing in the work and evangelistic campaigns 
in several universities. Two or three colleges re- 
port an increase in the number of Christians. 
To paraphrase Colossians 4:12, “Let us labor fer- 
vently in prayer for our Chinese fellow workers, 
that they may stand perfect and complete in all 
the will of God.” 


13 





To Be One of God’s Closest Friends 


BY Cc. 


= 1 have begun to realize that many evangeli- 
cal students have little personal, experimental knowl- 
edge of God. I have come to feel that it is entirely 
possible for a person to be well taught in the Bible, 
have a comparatively clear understanding of the great 
doctrines of Holy Scripture, be active in church work— 
and yet be almost a stranger to the God of whom the 
Bible speaks. 

The tragedy is that such a person’s knowledge is all 
of one kind. It is only knowledge about God. 

It is knowledge that has to do with the realm of the 
mind rather than the will. 

It is intellectual rather than personal and experi- 
mental. 

It’s just like my knowledge of the President. I have 
heard his voice on the radio. I have seen his photo- 
graph in the newspaper. I have read of his policy in 
the news magazines. I have seen the effect of his ad- 
ministration. However, I am not personally acquainted 
with him. I can say I know of him, I know about him, 
but I do not know him personally and experimentally. 
Were I to meet him, and spend some time with him, 
then my knowledge would be experimental, qualita- 
tively different from my present knowledge of him. 

In the same way it is very possible to know a great 
deal about God and His book and yet not know Him 
personally. It is a well-known fact that again and again 
students in the English-speaking schools of India who 
are heathen so far as Christianity is concerned, lead 
their classes in examinations on the Bible, Scripture 
memorization, and Bible doctrine. Yet they are unbe- 
lievers. 

Is a personal, experimental knowledge of God im- 
portant? 

As we turn to the Word of God we discover that it is 
vital to the New Birth itself. In the Gospel according 


os 
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to John, chapter 17, verse 3, we read, “And this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” Thus eternal 
life, salvation itself, depends upon our really knowing 
God. The one who does not have a personal, experi- 
mental knowledge of God in Christ is outside of Christ, 
unsaved, yet in his sins. 

Fellowship and communion with God are also im- 
possible apart from an experimental knowledge of God. 
How can we be friendly with one with whom we are 
unacquainted? We may know of a person, admire a 
person, imitate a person as we read his biography, but 
we can never have fellowship and communion with that 
one unless we are personally acquainted with him. 

Thus, our spiritual condition depends upon our fel- 
lowship and communion with God. 

And so the Bible fails in its purpose to me as an 


individual if, through it, | do not come to know God | 


in this way. As we read the Bible, do we merely have 
our minds stored with knowledge about God, or does 
the Bible lead us to an experimental knowledge of 
Him? The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is without 
personal significance apart from this experimental 
knowledge. What profit is it to me to know that the 
Lord Jesus arose from the dead if I do not personally 
know the risen Saviour? How can I find my satisfac: 
tion in Christ when I do not know Him? 

I am coming to believe that, from one point of view, 
it was to bring about this fellowship that Christ died. 
Calvary is not merely a fire escape from hell to heaven. 
Calvary is a means in the eternal plan of God to bring 
about a desired end. Too often we mistake the means 
for the end, or we make the means the end in itself. 
The Lord Jesus came to die for you and me, to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. To what end? 
So that we might enter into the life of fellowship and 
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communion with the Lord Jesus. In other words, know 
Him experimentally. 


How may God be known in this way? In John 1:18 
we read, “No man hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him.” 


-Therefore, if we would know God, we must know the 
lord Jesus Christ. Some protest that God may be 
known experimentally apart from the mediation of the 
Lord Jesus, that we can “get through to God” apart 
from Him. But the Bible says, “There is . . . one me- 
diator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” 
(I Timothy 2:5), and Jesus Himself said, “No man 
cometh unto the Father but by me” (John 14:6). The 
only way we may know God experimentally is in the 
person of His Son. This brings us to the question that 
| would ask myself, and | would have you ask your- 
self, “Do I know God in this way?” That is a question 
that each of us must answer for himself. 


But how may I have an experimental knowledge of 
God in Christ? 

Such knowledge is impossible apart from the New 
Birth. It is impossible because we are born in sin, we 
have been blinded by Satan (II Corinthians 4:3-4), we 
are lost and spiritually dead. Through sin we have lost 
the ability to know Him. This ability is only restored 
as we are regenerated, as we are made alive in Christ 
Jesus, as our eyes are opened to see the Lord Jesus, 
as we have His life imparted to us. Eternal life is 
knowing God experimentally and we can never know 
God experimentally until we are made nigh to God by 
new birth into Christ. Dr. John Henry Jowett has said, 
“Eternal life is not something distinguished by duration 
but by relation.” 


So we shall never know God until first we have put 
our trust in the,Lord Jesus, realizing He died for our 
sins at Calvary. 


The Lord Jesus Christ is dwelling in the heart of 
every individual who has put his trust in Him. Before 
you became a Christian, you were cut off from Christ. 
You had no ability to know Him. 


But now you do. 


Yet, there are degrees of knowledge just as there are 
degrees of friendship. In our daily living we have a 
large group of people of whom we have an experi- 
mental knowledge. Some are acquaintances, a smaller 
group are friends, and possibly a still smaller group 
with whom we are unusually intimate might be de- 
scribed as real comrades, the sort of relationship which 
existed between David and Jonathan. It is this latter 
relationship which the Lord Jesus desires to have with 
us in our lives day by day, and hour by hour. He wants 
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to fellowship with us, He wants to walk and talk with 
us in the way, and open unto us the Scriptures. 

We know things physical through our physical senses. 
Once we have put our trust in Christ, our spiritual sen- 
sibility is made alive and from then on the Lord Jesus 
desires that we should use this spiritual sensibility in 
knowing Him, and this is possible as His Spirit wit- 
nesseth with our spirits. 


The normal way to have fellowship with God—and 
cultivate our fellowship with Him—is in the devotional 
reading of the Bible and in prayer. This is the only 
safe and sure way whereby we may practice Christ’s 
presence day by day. When you come to read God’s 
Word, pray first that God will speak to you as you read. 
Take or make some portion of each day for quiet Bible 
reading. Sit in a comfortable position. Pray to be 
enabled to dismiss the cares of this life and the thought 
of other things for this time. Pray that He, the living 
Word, may be revealed to you through the Bible, the 
written Word. Try to imagine that Christ is actually 
with you and that the words which you read are His 
words, that He is speaking to your heart; then as He 
speaks with you, speak with Him in prayer. Petition is 
only a very small part of the life of prayer. Pray as 
you read and read as you pray. Then throughout that 
day pray that God may bring to your remembrance the 
Word that you have read from His book, and that it 
may feed your souls. This is feeding on Christ, the 
Living Bread. 


I do not know of anything that will minister more 
effectively to your soul, further deepen your life with 
God, and make you more fruitful in service than follow- 
ing on to know Him. This is reality and substance, all 
else shadow. This is the end of all Bible reading and 
teaching, that the truth of God’s Word should become 
incarnate in each one of us and that in deed and in 
truth we become living epistles known and read of all 
men. The degree in which we know God experimen- 
tally will determine the degree in which we are truly 
spiritual and lastingly useful to God. 


This kind of knowledge of God was the thing for 
which Paul lived and strived. For this suns rise and 
set, for this seasons come and go. For this the whole 
structure of life is framed. For this we have been cre- 
ated and for this we were redeemed. For this God gave 
His Son to be our Saviour. For this Jesus the Lord 
was crucified, being made sin for us. For this He is 
even now our Intercessor and Advocate on high; for 
this He now dwells within our hearts. All else is scaf- 
folding which, when the building is complete, will be 
removed. All else is the means; this is the end—even 
life eternal, that you and | may fully know Him in this 
experimental way, and knowing Him we shall awake 
with His likeness and be satisfied. END 





Fifth in a series of studies 
“Tests of Eternal Life” 


from the First Epistle of John 








LOVE 


BY HERBERT W. BUTT 


W. KNOW that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death . . . and every one that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not 
knoweth not God: for God is love” (I John 3:14; 
4:7b-8). 


Yet another distinguishing mark of the regenerate 
man is love for the people of God. Being a lover of 
God, the heir of life eternal also loves God’s children, 
for the same grace that teaches him to love God, also 
teaches him to love the children of God. 


Of course he has—like his God and Father—a gen- 
eral love for all mankind, but he has a particular love 
for those who have been born of God’s Word and Spirit. 
In his estimation the saints of God are the only truly 
honorable people. He feels that, possessing gospel 
grace in their souls, they are to be respected and loved 
above all others. Other men may value worldly pres- 
tige, material wealth, or learning; but the Christian 
highly esteems grace. Though a man may be very or- 
dinary in every other respect, yet if he has grace in his 
heart, he is—in the esteem of the man of God—one of 
the excellent of the earth. Feeling thus toward the 
saints, the true Christian seeks out their fellowship. 
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One of his greatest joys is to be with them and speak 
concerning the things of God. Furthermore, loving 
them “not in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and 
in truth” (I John 3:18), he seeks to do them good. In 
keeping with his love for all men he desires to do good 
even to his enemies; but he is, as the Scripture exhorts, 
peculiarly inclined to do good to “the household of 
faith” (Galatians 6:10). 


This love for his brethren in Christ is spontaneous. 
He loves them not by constraint but willingly. This 
affection flows from his love for God whom he adores 
supremely because of His infinite and glorious perfec- 
tions—such as His wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness, and truth. In that the brethren reflect the 
moral glory of God, having been recreated in His moral 
image by divine grace, the Christian cannot help lov- 
ing them. Seeing the likeness of Christ in them his 
heart runs after them, and the more they grow in His 
likeness the greater is his affection for them. He is 
attracted not by any worthiness of their own but by 
what he sees of the divine likeness in them by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit. He feels that they are with him 
part of “the brotherhood” (I Peter 2:17), that in com- 
mon with him they have been sovereignly begotten of 
God (James 1:18) and made sons and heirs of His 
(Romans 8:14-17). He therefore senses an intimate 
bond of fellowship with them which is utterly unique 
and unrivaled in the world. 


This explains the special love the Christian has for 
those who are fellow-heirs of the grace of life as dis- 
tinct from his love for men in general. He loves even 
his bitterest enemies, perhaps even to the extent of 
weeping for them; for do not they as creatures of God 
reflect something of His glory? They are destitute— 
through the Fall—of His moral image; but do they not, 
by the very nature of their creature-being, mirror some- 
thing of the divine excellency? Yes, men are made 
“after the similitude of God” (James 3:9). However— 
in that the saints also reflect the moral glory of God 
and are the objects of His distinguishing, covenant love 
—he who knows God loves them with an uncommon 
love. 


Have you such love for the brethren in Christ? Are 
you obedient to the Father’s dual command that we 
should “believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, 
and love one another” (I John 3:23)? Regardless of 
all the opposition from the principle of sin within you, 
does the love of God dwell in you? If not, you are 
abiding in a state of spiritual death; for it is charac- 
teristic of the unregenerate to be “hateful and hating 
one another” (Titus 3:3). But if so, you may be as 
sured that you are “of the truth” and that God dwells 


in you (I John 3:18, 19, 24). You may be certain that - 


you have everlasting life. END 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1! 

acts 16:6-18 (1) Note the constant 
blocking of Paul’s way (vv. 6-7). It 
was only when he came to Troas that 
he understood why. If I am obedient 
when everything is perplexing, there 
will come in time the “assured” guid- 
ance (v. 10). (2) Note “we” in v. 
10. Here Luke joins the missionary 
party. (3) What did Paul find in Phil- 
ippi—great crowds of men eager to 
hear the gospel? Can God do any- 
thing through a few women? (4) 
Note the immediate activity of Satan 
and the temptation to let Satan’s ser- 
vants witness to the truth. Did Christ 
allow such witness? Cf. Mark 1:24, 
25, 34. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

acts 16:19-40 (1) When Satan fails 
to entangle God’s servants in any kind 
of agreement with his servants (vv. 
17-18) he employs direct opposition 
and persecution. Did he succeed in 
driving Christianity away from Phil- 
ippi? See vv. 33, 40 and Phil. 1:1. 
Why not? (2) How do I react when 
great spiritual expectations (v. 9) 
seem dashed (vv. 23-24)? How did 
Paul and Silas react? Can personal 
trials and suffering be considered an 
excuse for not witnessing to Christ? 
Am I occupied with my own troubles 
or ever on the alert for Christ (v. 32) ? 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

ACTS 17:1-15 (1) Study Paul’s method 
of reasoning with the Jews (v. 3). Re- 
member Christ means “the Messiah” 
or “Anointed One.” What did he point 
out to them from their own Scriptures, 
before making any claim for Jesus of 
Nazareth? Cf. Luke 24:26 and O. T. 
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passages such as Isa. 53 and Ps. 22. 
(2) In what two ways did the unbe- 
lieving Jews in Thessalonica seek to 
oppose the messengers of the gospel? 
Perhaps the second method has been 
or may be used on my campus. (3) 
How can the real response to the gos- 
pel at Berea be accounted for? Am 
I so familiar with the Word of God 
that I can immediately tell whether or 
not a message is in agreement with it? 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

acts 17:16-34 (1) What impressed 
Paul most by his visit to famous 
Athens? Was it the marvelous sculp- 
ture and architecture? Compare the 
impression that Jerusalem, that city 
“beautiful for situation, the joy of the 
whole earth,” made upon Christ (Matt. 
23:37). What is my emotion when I 
view a great city or vast crowds of 
people? Is it that of Matt. 9:36? (2) 
How did Paul find a point of contact 
with his audience of Athenian philos- 
ophers? Note R. V. reads “very re- 
ligious” for “too superstitious” in v. 
22. (3) Am I so anxious not to of- 
fend my friends that I never get be- 
yond the first part of a discussion (vv. 
22-30a) ? Do I know God’s message 
for men today—and declare it? Sug- 
gestion: memorize vv. 30-31. 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

Acts 18:1-23 (1) In every place Paul 
visited, who were the people he sought 
out first? With v. 4 cf. 14:1; 17:1, 2, 
10, 17. Did Paul’s statements in 13:46 
and 18:6 mean that he would never 
again witness to Jews? See v. 19 and 
Rom. 10:1. For the meaning of “Your 
blood be upon your own heads; I am 
clean” (v. 6) read Ezek. 3:18-19. (2) 





Note what God said (v. 10) of the 
corrupt city of Corinth. Was He re- 
ferring to those who believed already ? 
Is He perhaps telling me the same 
thing about my campus, no matter 
how unpromising it appears? 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

ACTS 18:24-19:20 (1) Apollos was in- 
structed in “the way of the Lord.” But 
in what aspects? Cf. Matt. 3:1-3. He 
knew nothing of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus and of the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. How did the Lord 
bring this fervent man into a deeper 
knowledge of His way? Has He ever 
used me for such a purpose? (2) How 
can the-ignorance of the disciples in 
Ephesus (vv. 1-2) be accounted for? 
What marvelous things took place in 
Ephesus when the name of the Lord 
Jesus (v. 5) and His words (v. 10) 
were proclaimed? (3) Ephesus was 
a hotbed of occult practices. Note 
Paul’s warning to the Ephesians (Eph. 
6:12). Remember the devil still im- 
parts special power and knowledge to 
his instruments, e.g. in spiritualism. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

acts 19:21-41 (1) What was the 
source of the new opposition mani- 
fested here? How did the preaching 
of the gospel conflict with these other 
interests? Two ways are mentioned 
(vv. 27-28). Which mattered most to 
these men? (2) Note the name for 
the Christian faith in v. 23, “the Way” 
(capitalized in original). Cf. also v. 
9 and 9:2. What is significant in such 
a name? Does my faith affect my way 
of life? (3) What kind of atmosphere 
dominated the proceedings at Ephesus 
(vv. 29-34) ? The very opposite spirit 
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characterizes that which proceeds from 
God—see I Cor. 14:33, 40. Can stu- 
dents come to a Christian gathering 
and fail to see the purpose (v. 32)? 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY & 

acts 20:1-16 (1) V. 4 is more than 
a list of names. Note carefully the 
places from which these young men 
had come, and determine Paul’s meth- 
od and plan in relation to them. The 
key to this is found in II Tim. 2:2. 
Am I to leave college shortly? Who 
will carry on my witness for Jesus 
Christ? (2) At Philippi, Luke the 
physician and writer of this record, 
again joins Paul (note “we” and “us,” 
vv. 5-6). Any question as to whether 
Eutychus only swooned and was un- 
conscious must be dismissed when the 
doctor present pronounced him “dead” 
(v. 9). 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

acts 20:17-38 (1) What did Paul 
mean by v. 26— merely that he was 
not a murderer? Cf. 18:6 and note 
his own explanation in v. 27. How 
much and how often have I warned 
(v. 31) my associates? Am I sure 
God will not hold me _ responsible 
should they refuse to believe? (2) 
What are some of the things that en- 
abled Paul to finish his course with 
joy (v. 24)? Note reference to two 
commor enemies to joy in wv. 22, 23, 
33. Have I let the Lord make me more 
than conqueror in these temptations? 
(3) What was the one command laid 
upon the Christian leaders at Ephesus 
(v. 28)? Compare Christ’s repeated 
demand of Peter (John 21:15-17). 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
ACTS 21:1-17 (1) Is it my custom to 





EVERY MORNING ... 


Be sure to read the assigned passage 
carefully before attempting to answer 
the questions. 


After you have finished answering 
each day’s specific questions, review 
by answering these important queries: 


1. Is there any example for me to 


seek to follow by God’s help? 
2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 


seek out fellow-Christians (v. 4) when 
I am traveling and away from home? 
Do I not sometimes “try and miss the 
disciples for that occasion, and see 
everyone and everything else”? (2) 
There is an obvious conflict in guid- 
ance between vv. 4, 11, 12. Note care- 
fully 20:22-23. It may not be possible 
to explain v. 4 satisfactorily but what 
was the final result (v. 14)? Any con- 
flict then? What was the disciples’ 
motive in persuading Paul to avoid 
Jerusalem (v. 12)? What was Paul’s 
motive in refusing to turn aside from 
his purpose (v. 13)? Both motives 
were unselfish. But which was the 
higher? Will I let my dearest friends 
“break” my resolution to serve the 
Lord to the uttermost? Meditate on 
Matt. 16:21-23. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 

Acts 21:18-40 (1) In recounting the 
story of Gentile conversions, to whom 
did Paul give the credit (v. 19)? Am 
I really “careful to give God the 
praise,’ knowing that He alone causes 
the seed sown to spring up and bear 
fruit? (2) Note in the reply of the 
Jewish Christians not a word about 
God the Lord nor a word about Christ. 
What seemed to be their chief inter- 
est? (3) Some feel Paul compromised 
in acceding to their request. Yet see 
what his motive was—TI Cor. 9:20. 
Even when arrested, note Paul’s great 
concern for his people (v. 39). Cf. 
Rom. 9:1-3. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

AcTS 22:1-29 (1) Why did Paul stress 
to this audience his own and Ananias’ 
attitude toward “the law of the fa- 
thers” (vv. 3, 12)? Does this suggest 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
to forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to 
claim; if so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me 
(by illustration or statement) about 
Jesus Christ, God, myself, His will for 
my life? 

6. Is there something in this pas- 
sage which should be my prayer for 
today? 


any way in which I may be more ef. 
fective as a witness for my Lord? Note 
too his use of the Hebrew tongue 
rather than the more common lap. 
guage of the day, Aramaic or even 
Greek (cf. 21:37). (2) Observe fur. 


ther he took pains to show it was “the 


God of our fathers” (v. 14) who called | 


him to his present life of witnessing 
and that it was “in the temple” (y, 
17) he was commissioned to go to the 
Gentiles. Thus Christianity could not 
justly be regarded as heretical but as 
in the very line and purpose of the 
God of the Hebrew nation. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 


ACTS 22:30-23:11 (1) What was sig- 
nificant in the way Paul gazed upon 
the council? Were they just a group 
of men to him, or enemies to be 
feared? What is the motive in my 
heart when I study men’s faces? (2) 
How does v. 5 illustrate the truth of 
Paul’s statement in v. 1? Does living 
“in all good conscience” mean sinless 
perfection? How can I keep my con- 
science clean or “void of offence”? 
See I John 1:9. (3) What was Paul's 
mood after the disturbances and ap- 
parent failure of the day? How did 
encouragement come? Cf. v. 11 with 


19:21. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 


Acts 23:12-35 (1) As we begin to 
read of the conspiracy of the more 
than forty Jews, how do we know its 
failure is a foregone conclusion? Note 
how God used an individual to defeat 
their scheme and so accomplish His 
will. Some day God may ask me to 
be a link in an important chain of 
events. Will I be ready and alert, or 
too lazy, thinking someone else will 
see to it? (2) God did not rescue 
Paul as He did Peter (c. 12) nor whisk 
him away as He did Philip (c. 8). 
Shall I trust Him even when I cannot 
imagine how He will meet my need? 
(3) Cf. v. 29 with John 19:4. Despite 
the excellence of Roman law, one in- 
nocent man was scourged and crucr 
fied, another kept for years as prs 
oner. Why? See 2:23. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15 


acts 24 (1) In order to gain a hear- 


ing with the Roman authorities, what: 


type of accusation did the Jews bring 
against Paul (v. 5)? Cf. Luke 23:2. 
Men still try to find fault with Christ’s 
followers (sometimes without difficul- 
ty). What command should I remem- 
ber in this connection? See I Pet. 2: 
12-15. (2) Should the Lord’s servant 
steer a middle course between untruth- 
ful flattery (v. 2) and inconsiderate 
bluntness? Consider v. 10 in the light 
of Col. 4:6. (3) When a man pro- 
crastinates in regard to believing the 
gospel, what is likely to be the result? 
What two motives (vv. 26-27) carried 
more weight with Felix than the fear 
of judgment to come? 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

acts 25:1-22 (1) Considering Festus’ 
desire as a newly-appointed governor 
to curry favor with the Jews, what is 
the only explanation for his insistence 
that Paul be examined at Caesarea 
(vv. 4-5)? Contrast the plot of v. 3 
with the plan of 23:11. (2) Observe 
how the inveterate hatred of the Jews 
against Paul and their determination 
to have him killed together with the 
vacillating action of two Roman gov- 
ernors led Paul to appeal to Caesar. 
How was this another step forward in 
God’s plan? Think over Phil. 1:12 
and Rom. 8:28. (3) What is the sali- 
ent feature of my faith (v. 19)? 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

ACTS 25:23-26:32 (1) King Herod 
Agrippa was a son of the Herod who 
put James to death (12:1-2), grand- 
nephew of the Herod who beheaded 
John the Baptist, and great-grandson 
of the Herod who slew the innocents 
at the time of Christ’s birth (Matt. 
2:16). What facts did Paul stress 
concerning his own past history (vv. 
9-11) as a means of gaining a sympa- 
thetic hearing from a scion of such a 
family? (2) Observe how Paul never 
for a moment lost touch with his audi- 
ence in the enthusiasm of his subject. 
Note vv. 2, 3, 7, 8, 13, 19. When I 
speak to others of my Lord, do they 
realize I am all the while genuinely 
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interested in them as individuals? (3) 
How did Paul refute the accusation 
that he was promulgating some strange 


anti-Jewish heresy? With v. 22 ef. 
24:14. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

ACTS 27 (1) Who were Paul’s two 


Christian companions on the voyage to 
Rome? There were other times when 
he had to stand quite alone (II Tim. 
4:16, 17). But our Lord in His gra- 
ciousness often provides spiritual com- 
panionship for those who love Him. 
See Luke 10:1. Have I sought such 
friends? (2) Note how circumstances 
repeatedly threatened to prevent Paul’s 
reaching Rome (vv. 9, 20, 30, 31, 40, 
42). What is the only explanation for 
the overruling of each such possible 
disaster? (3) What enabled Paul to 
remain quiet, sane (v. 35) and alert 
(v. 31) through it all? Am I distin- 
guished by these characteristics in 
times of crisis? 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

ACTS 28:1-16 (1) God’s servants are 
a constant target for Satan’s assaults. 
Why did God allow the viper’s attack 
and how did He overrule this incident 
for good? Am | sure that “all things 
work together for good to them that 
love God”? (2) If I were shipwrecked 
in winter, a prisoner and destitute, 
what would be my first concern? 
Within three days God opened up a 
way for Paul to show his gratitude to 
his kind host, Publius (v. 8). How in 
turn did this and other acts open a 
way for God to provide all the neces- 
sities of Paul and his companions? 
(3) What kind of act caused Paul to 
thank God and take courage? Is such 
an act beyond the scope of any of us? 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

ACTS 28:17-31 (1) Paul had long 
prayed he might visit Rome “by the 
will of God” (Rom. 15:28-32). But 
did it take place in quite the way he 
had anticipated? Now at last he was 
in Rome, but as a prisoner! Do I go 
to pieces and become spiritually use- 
less when things do not work out as 
I hoped and prayed? (2) Ponder the 
solemn words quoted three or more 


. 





times in the N. T. concerning rejected 
opportunity (vv. 26-27). What is the 
result of such an attitude? (3) God 
never wastes His servant’s time—even 
though it is spent in confinement (vv. 
30-31). And so this record ends with 
the reminder that the Word of God 
cannot be bound. Cf. II Tim. 2:9. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
INTRODUCTION TO EZEKIEL: Ezekiel 
had been carried away to Babylon in 
the first captivity of Israel. The cap- 
tives about him were under the delu- 
sion that the power of Babylon would 
be broken and they would be restored 
to their native land. God raised up 
Ezekiel to make the captives realize 
that this exile was not simply because 
a more powerful state had defeated 
them but was actually the direct con- 
sequence of the nation’s sin. Further, 
Judah and Jerusalem must also suffer 
and their people be carried into cap- 
tivity until the 70 years predicted by 
God were fulfilled. Then God would 
restore His people to their land and 
accomplish through them His great re- 
demptive plan for all people. 
EZEKIEL 1 (1) “The thirtieth year” 
seems to refer to Ezekiel’s age, the age 
when he would commence his sacred 
duties as a priest. But as there was 
no temple here and hence no official 
work to be done, he was called instead 
to the prophetic ministry. What is the 
significance of “expressly” (v. 3)? 
Cf. II Pet. 1:21. (2) Supremely, what 
was Ezekiel seeking to describe all 
through vv. 4-28? Note especially v. 
28. Consider the symbolism of. the 
four aspects of each living one—the 
lion representing kingship; the ox, 
sacrificial service; the man, the high- 
est manifestation of life on earth; the 
eagle, the lofty heights of things un- 
seen, even the mystery of God Him- 
self. In the same way, the four Gos- 
pels present the same four aspects of 
God the Son: 

Matthew reveals Him as King. 

Mark as sacrificial Servant. 

Luke as perfect Man. 

John as the very expression of God 


{cf. John 1:1). 





The questions of THIS MORNING 
WITH GOD are based on the Scripture 


passages followed by the Senior Notes 
of the Scripture Union series. North 
American office of the Scripture Union 
is 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5, On- 
tario. A year’s subscription to the 
Senior Notes is 75¢, provides extra 


help on these same passages. 





Compare also John’s vision of the 
four living ones “in the midst of the 


throne” (Rev. 4:6-7). 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22 


EZEKIEL 2:1-3:11 (1) Consider the 
title by which God continually ad- 
dressed Ezekiel, and compare Ps. 8:4. 
Its significance will be seen by its con- 
trast with the heavenly splendors of 
c.l. Compare God’s reminder to an- 
other who had unspeakable visions of 
God though he himself was but a man 
(II Cor. 12:7). (2) When God calls 
and commissions someone to be His 
mouthpiece, does He always promise 
success? Would I be willing to labor 
among Moslems where conversions are 
rare? What, pre-eminently, did God 
ask of Ezekiel and still asks of us to- 
day? 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

EZEKIEL 3:12-27 (1) What was Eze- 
kiel’s natural reaction (v. 14) to being 
sent to a rebellious people whom he 
knew would not heed his message (v. 
7)? What alone can overcome such 
an attitude (v. 14)? Note the warning 
in 2:8, and the remedy. (2) The only 
way to study vv. 17-21 is on our knees 
before God. Remember Paul could 
say he was “pure from the blood of 
all men” (Acts 20:26). Can I say the 
same? (3) How did the visions of 
the Lord (v. 23) fortify Ezekiel for 
his difficult task (v. 9)? What does 
God bring before my eyes to encour- 
age me to an unflinching constancy 


for Him? Read Heb. 12:2-3. 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24 


EZEKIEL 4 (1) God, knowing the peo- 
ple would refuse to hear His prophet, 
designs in His mercy to arouse their 


curiosity by signs. The number 390 
represents not only the 13 months of 
Jerusalem’s siege but also the 390 
years of Israel’s rebellion, dating from 
the division of the kingdom under 
Jeroboam, “who made Israel to sin” 
(I Kings 14:7, 9, 15, 16). (2) Ezekiel 
was allowed only 10 ounces of coarse 
food and 8 ounces of water per day 
(vv. 10-11) during the 390 days in 
which he enacted the siege. Why? 
(3) To represent the awful scarcity of 
fuel, he had to cook his food with 
dung. Deut. 28:47-48 gives the rea- 
son for all this privation. What can I 
learn from this? 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

EZEKIEL 5 (1) Again God uses Ezekiel 
to demonstrate what He would declare 
unto the people. Letting the hair grow 
was a sign of the Nazarite’s vow of 
holy separation unto God, and _ its 
shaving off indicated the conclusion 
of the vow (Num. 6:5, 9, 18). So 
this sign indicated that Jerusalem 
could no longer be called a holy city. 
(2) “Multiplied” in v. 7 implies mul- 
tiplication of gods and altars, i-e., Is- 
rael was given more to idolatry than 
were her neighbors. (3) Contrast v. 
8 with Rom. 8:31. (4) God had in- 
tended Jerusalem to be a center of 
spiritual light to the nations (v. 5). 
What then is the significance of her 
being punished “in the sight of the 
nations”? Note too the purpose (v. 
15). If 1 am a Christian, will God be 
honored by my obedience or by His 
judgments upon me for disobedience? 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

EZEKIEL 6 (1) How did God in the 
particular ways in which He would 
mete out judgment upon His people 
intend to make them realize that He 
was “the Lord”? Note the repeated 
phrase, “ye shall know that I am the 
Lord” (vv. 7, 10, 13, 14). (2) Think 
over the words, “I am broken with 
their whorish [or unfaithful] heart.” 
What does it mean to the Lord if I 
forget Him for a while and make 
pleasure, popularity, sports or even 
study my chief god and ambition? 
Note Eph. 4:30a. (3) How did God 


tell Ezekiel to emphasize His message 
(v. 11)? Is there any excuse for a 
dull, monotonous presentation of God's 
Word? 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

EZEKIEL 7 (1) Why was it necessary 
for the Lord so to emphasize “mine 
eye shall not spare, neither will I have 
pity” (vv. 4,9)? Cf. 5:11 and 8:18, 
What concept of God had Israel been 
taught from their earliest years? See 
Num. 14:18 and Jonah 4:2. In this 
age are we apt to forget this aspect of 
God’s holy character? (2) As “the 
morning” (vv. 7, 10) was the usual 
time for execution, so for Israel had 
come the final morning of doom. God 
might use bad men (v. 24) as execu- 
tioners, but what did He want Israel 
to know about their punishment? See 
vv. 3, 4, 8, 9, 19, 21, 24, 27. (3) What 
was God’s ornament of vv. 20-22? 
What is God’s ornament among us to- 
day? How am I treating it? See | 
Cor. 3:16, 17. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

EZEKIEL 8 (1) Ezekiel’s visions of the 
glory of God were not confined—like 
visions of a ghost—to a certain place, 
time, or circumstance. Cf. v. 4 with 
3:23 and 1:28. So, after His resurrec- 
tion, Christ appeared to His disciples 
at early morning, afternoon, and eve 
ning; in Jerusalem, in the country, 
and in Galilee. What does all this re- 
veal as to the reality of God? (2) 
What was God’s purpose in causing 
Ezekiel to see with his own eyes the 
abominations committed in the tem- 
ple? Note God’s question (v. 6). (2) 
God saw what the very leaders of Is 
rael secretly worshipped. What pic 
tures hang in the chambers of my 
thoughts (v. 12)? (4) What was the 
final provocation and presumption of 
Israel in all these abominable idola- 
tries? (Note “here,” v. 6.) 

(The February studies for “This Morning 


With God” were prepared by Yvonne K. 
Woods.) 


HIS, FEBRUARY, 1951 





—- oo 


Tn= eo. 









3 OF THE WORDS most bandied about among reli- 
giously minded students is church. As our Lord Jesus 
Christ used it—i.e., the Greek word ecclesia—twice, 
obviously these occurrences are worthy of study; from 
them we can learn essential truths concerning the heav- 
enly, eternal character and the present, earthly activity 
of the Church of God. 

On the first occasion, after Simon Peter had confessed 
Jesus to be the Christ, our Lord said to him, “. . . you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church” 
(Matthew 16:18). These words are very revealing. 
They make plain that Christ is the Beginning, the End, 
the Author, and the Owner of the Church; He is its 
Builder, and it is His. Put simply, this means that men 
enter the Church only by His doing and wholly for His 
glory. 

Simon Peter had in personal faith confessed Jesus as 
the Christ, the Son of God. Then our Lord said to him, 
“Now you are Peter,” i.e., “‘a stone.” The Lord went 
on to imply that there were to be many other stones 
(ie, men who confessed Jesus as Christ) with which 
He intended to build a whole Church. In his first epis- 
tle, Peter recalls this thought when he says to his Chris- 
tian readers that by coming to Christ as the Chief Cor- 
nerstone they also as living stones are to be built up 
into a spiritual house in which God is to be worshiped 
(I Peter 2:4-6). 

The community of the Church, therefore, is built up 
by our Lord as He brings individuals by faith into liv- 
ing relation with Himself. In another metaphor He 
described individuals as “sheep” who were to find a 
new unity as “one flock” around Himself as the “one 
Shepherd.” And He spoke of Himself as “the true 





Vine” and of His disciples as “the branches”; He 
taught that they were to find their place and fulfill their 
function in the one organic whole by abiding in Him- 
self. Thus we see that men do not establish contact 
with Christ by joining the Church. Rather, they can 
belong to the true Church only by coming to Christ, 
abiding in Him, and being baptized by His Spirit (Acts 
2:47; John 10:16; 15:1-5; I Corinthians 12:13). 

The other time that our Lord used the word church, 
He was instructing the individual disciple about how to 
act if his brother sinned against him. First, he should 
speak to him about it alone; then, if that failed to pro- 
duce the proper response, he should raise the matter 
in the presence of two or three others; and, finally, 
“if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 
and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector” (Matthew 
18:17). Here the word church clearly refers to a local 
congregation, that is, to a number of believers meeting 
together and acting corporately in one particular place. 
The essentials of such a “church” are surprisingly sim- 
ple. For immediately following this mention our Lord 
said, “for where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am | in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). 
What makes such a meeting a “church” meeting, then, 
is the people’s acknowledgment of Christ as Lord— 
they must gather in His name—and the presence of 
Christ Himself in their midst. 

We may better understand this use—and similar use 
by the New Testament writers—of the church for a 
local meeting as well as for the whole unit of which 
Christ is the center by comparing it with our common 
method of referring to the moon. When one sees only 
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a thin crescent in the sky he does not say, “There is part 
of the moon,” but “there is the moon.” For the part 
that is visible is genuine moon; furthermore it is actu- 
ally, though to us invisibly, united with all the rest of 
the moon. Similarly, a local Christian congregation is 
genuine Church become visible. It is, as Paul says of 
the local group of Christians at Corinth, essentially 
“body of Christ” and invisibly one in Him with the 
whole of His body (I Corinthians 12:27). 


To sum up the two sides of our Lord’s teaching, we 
may say, on the one hand, that the one great Church of 
God’s eternal purpose exists invisibly “in the heavenly 
places.” It is to Christians an object of faith, not of 
sight. On the other hand, the only thing that exists 
visibly in the world, as an earthly counterpart of this 
heavenly fellowship, is the local churches, the meeting 
together in many places of those who profess the faith 
of Christ. Such meetings are in their membership inev- 
itably mixed. Not all who belong to them belong to 
the true Church of God. Also, they are by their limita- 
tion in size and by their measure of separation from 
one another obviously incomplete and imperfect. Nor 
is there any scriptural promise that complete purity of 
membership or full unity in fellowship is realizable in 
this life or in these visible earthly forms. We have yet 
to come together to a perfect unit, a goal finally to be 
realized only in the consummation of the life beyond 
after the resurrection of the body, with the saints of 
every generation all present. 


Finally, it is significant that neither our Lord nor 
the New Testament writers use the word church in the 
singular to suggest one great visible earthly organiza- 
tion of Christians. In contrast to any such idea Paul 
speaks in the plural of “the churches” (I Corinthians 
11:16; II Corinthians 11:28). There is, therefore, no 
scriptural ground for looking for the emergence of one 
ecumenical or world-wide Church as a vast earthly or- 
ganization having, like an earthly empire, a geograph- 
ical center and a human head. The one mother-city of 
the great invisible Church is the heavenly Zion (Gala- 
tians 4:26), not Rome or Canterbury or Geneva. The 
one unseen Head of the great invisible Church is Christ 
Himself, not some human pope or primate, president 
or moderator. True Christian loyalists believe in, and 
not a few have been prepared to die for, the Crown 
Rights of the Redeemer. END 
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FROM THE REVIEW SHELF 
(Continued from inside front cover) 
However, there may be something less than satisfag 
tion with the author’s attempt to apply the Biblical pring 
ciples of the Church, as he carefully expounds them, 


to the practical problems of churchmanship today. On} 


page 55, we read, “It is, therefore, a completely mis 
taken view to suppose that one can promote unity by 
disregarding doctrine. One might as well hope to set 
broken or dislocated bones by disregarding anatomy 
as [by] just acting in the spirit of friendly good will.” 
While we are in hearty agreement with this, we look in 
vain for a practical application of such a statement to 
the pressing problems of ecumenicity today. 


The problem of achieving even a limited measure of 
purity in terms of the Church visible is rather lightly 
dismissed with the statement, “It is impossible for men 
accurately to draw the line between the false and the 
true; and the more so as ‘in the visible church the evil 
be ever mingled with the good.’” (p. 51). This state- 
ment does not compare with the clear teaching regard- 
ing purity in the New Testament, e.g., in First Corin- 
thians. 

After a careful exposition of the New Testament 
teaching on the government of the local church, one is 
surprised to find rather amazing concessions to a de- 
parture from Scripture in applying that teaching. For 
example, on page 62 the author says, “Subsequent 
choice of one of the oldest to act as a primus inter pares 
[first among one’s peers], the early and widespread 
appearance of a single ‘bishop’ over each local con- 
gregation and the much later development for such a 
bishop to have a much larger sphere or diocese than 
one congregation, may all be said simply to be further 
extensions of the same principle of appointment to 
oversight. But such extensions have dangers in a pos- 
sible tendency towards something monarchical rather 
than ministerial, and something virtually political and 
imperial rather than local and communal.” This, of 
course, is understatement in the face of the abuses 
which the system of episcopacy led to in the Middle 
Ages and which are sanctioned even now by those who 
adhere to this form of church government. 


Having thus ventured to criticize the book’s neglect 
to apply the doctrine of the Church practically to the 
problems of churchmanship today, we nonetheless de- 
clare it to be one of the most thoroughly evangelical 
and Biblical attempts to set forth in a small compass 
the teaching of the Word of God regarding the Church 
of Jesus Christ—His Body. —csw 
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By Rene Pache, Ph.D., Vice-President of Institut Emmaus, Ven- 
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STUDENTS OF INTER-VARSITY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


Continue to pray with students from the IVCF chapters listed below 


as they look forward to a public presentation of the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ on their campuses. The listing, which shows the missioner, 
sponsoring chapter, and dates for missions yet to be held, is given for 
your earnest intercession. Pray also for the follow-up now in progress 


where missions have already taken place. 


*Missions not yet finalized. 


JANUARY 15-19 

Ohio State University—Mr. Howard Sugden 

University of Oregon—Dr. J. Edwin Orr 

University of British Columbia—Dr. Robert Munger 

McGill University, Quebec—Mr. Leith Samuel 

JANUARY 22-26 

University of Alberta—Dr. Karlis Leyasmeyer 

University of Toronto—Mr. Leith Samuel 

JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 1 

Slippery Rock State Teachers College, Pennsylvania— 
Mr. Paul Beckwith 

JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 2 

San Jose State College, California—Mr. Richard Hal- 
verson 

University of Western Ontario—Mr. Leith Samuel 

FEBRUARY 5-9 

St. Cloud State Teachers College, Minnesota—Mr. Wes- 
ley Gustafson 

Northwestern University, Illinois—Mr. Leith Samuel 

University of Manitoba—Dr. J. Edwin Orr 

FEBRUARY 6-9 

Pennsylvania State College—Mr. Robert Smoot 

FEBRUARY 12-16 

University of Nebraska—Mr. Leith Samuel 

Syracuse University, New York—Mr. Howard Sugden 

FEBRUARY 18-24 

Cornell University, New York—Rev. D. H. MacLennan 

FEBRUARY 19-23 

Wayne University, Michigan—Mr. Leith Samuel 

FEBRUARY 20-22 

University of Wisconsin—-Dr. Cary Weisiger 

FEBRUARY 20-23 

Oregon State College—Rev. Paul Kopp 

FEBRUARY 26-28 

Texas State College for Women—Miss Cathie Nicoll 
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FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 1 

North Texas State College—Mr. Paul Beckwith 

FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 2 

Colby College, Maine—Mr. Richard Seume 

Oberlin College, Ohio—Dr. Herbert Mekeel 

University of Illinois—Mr. Howard Sugden 

University of Southern California—Mr. Leith Samuel 

FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 1 

Columbia University, New York-—Dr. Robert Munger 

FEBRUARY 27-MAKCH 2 

Kansas State College—Mr. Carroll Nelson 

Western Reserve University—Dr. John Gerstner 

San Francisco State College—Mr. James Rayburn 

MARCH 5-9 

Western Michigan College of Education—Mr. Wesley 
Gustafson 

University of California at Los Angeles—-Mr. Leith 
Samuel 

University of Virginia—Mr. William Steeper 

MARCH 7-9 

*New York University 

MARCH 12-16 

University of California (Berkeley)—Mr. Leith Samuel 

MARCH 19-22 

University of Pennsylvania—Mr. Leith Samuel 

MARCH 28-31 

Michigan State College—Mr. Leith Samuel 

APRIL 2-9 

University of Denver—Dr. J. Edwin Orr 

APRIL 9-13 

lowa State College—Mr. Arley L. Bragg 

APRIL 16-20 

*Drexel Institute of Technology, Pennsylvania 

APRIL 17-20 

State University of lowa—Dr. T. Stanley Soltau 

APRIL 23-27 

University of Michigan—Dr. Herbert Mekeel 





W. HAVE BEEN hearing much about treason in Amer- 
ican education. It is not my purpose to refute the 
charge. Nor would I lessen the interest in Christian 
day schools, which the Lord is blessing. 

But if you had spent a week as I did, with more 
than fifty Christian public school teachers, you would 
praise God that some of His servants are “redeeming 
the time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16). 
These teachers from Washington and British Columbia 
gathered for a three-day conference at “The Firs,” near 
Bellingham, Washington. 

Bible studies centered around the Sermon on the 
Mount and emphasized God’s holy standard and man’s 
inability to meet it apart from divine grace. 

Perhaps the hour that will be longest remembered 
was one in which each teacher was invited to introduce 
himself and tell any way in which he had been enabled 
to serve the Lord. 

In British Columbia, where reading of a Scripture 
portion without comment is according to law, the 
teacher has many opportunities. For instance, in a 
predominantly Roman Catholic community, a primary 
teacher has some pupils (whom she has helped pre- 
viously) retell the previous day’s Bible lesson, using 
flannelgraph figures. She counsels (and _ practices) 
doing all things by prayer, especially that the lesson 
might be just the right word to meet the spiritual need 
of some individual in her room. After the flannelgraph 


ae 


Wilfred Gunderson convincingly answers the question, 


CAN TEACHERS WITVESS? | 


lesson, they say together Proverbs 15:3, “The eyes of 
the Lord are in every place,” and the children are 
thus reminded that God is watching and listening. They 
pray together some beautiful children’s prayer, and 
then the children pray individual sentence prayers. 
About ten children pray “Thank-you” or “Please” 
prayers. They like to pray like Solomon, “Please, God, 
give me an understanding heart.” Then they sing a 
children’s hymn or chorus to close their morning time 
with God. 

This teacher also helps an Inter-School Christian 
Fellowship group in the high school. There has been 
real blessing from the Lerd. Some non-Christian teach- 
ers have accepted invitations to the group’s social af- 
fairs. 

A science teacher in junior high has been exerting 
a wide influence for Christ in serving as visual aids 
director for his school and in revising a science text- 
book. Some years ago, he prepared a filmstrip con- 
trasting the changing concepts of science with the 
changeless Word of God. He effectively points out that 
the Bible cannot be expected to agree fully with cur- 
rently accepted viewpoints of scientists, for if it had 
so agreed fifty years ago it would be discredited today; 
and were it to agree in all details now, it might easily 
be discredited in the future. (This teacher insists that 
others have since produced better visual aids along 
this same line, and he has been instrumental in the 
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A junior high teacher tells how he 





























and his fellow teachers are 
witnessing for Jesus Ghrist through 


their profession. \ 


showing of the Moody Institute of Science films to his 
city’s Board of Education and its high school students. ) 
He also has taken time—and he is the father of a fam- 
ily—for work with a weekly gospel broadcast and sum- 
mer Bible camp. 

Several teachers regularly use their vocal and other 
talents in the service of the Lord Jesus. One teaches 
in a school with a large proportion of underprivileged 
children and usually has a good-sized minority of Ne- 
groes, Chinese, and Japanese. Her kindliness is a wit- 
ness, and she frequently brings the gospel in song at 
jail services, 

Another téacher with unusual ability in. giving dia- 
lect readings and “ad libbing,” receives many invita- 
lions to appear\before civic and adult groups. She has 
prayed about this, being quite willing to give it upsfor 
Jesus’ sake, but feels it is His will that she use the 
talent for Him. And.she does. In every appearance, 

| she gets across a Christian message. She sponsors a 
Christian Club which meets between 8:30 and 9:00 in 
the morning in her high schgol. Several have been 
definitely converted. ™ 7 

Canadian teachers were advised to avail themselves 
of the services of the Day School Gospel League. The 
address is 35 Millwood Street, Toronto, Ontario. It 
has a simple daily Bible study that is suitable for all 
grades. There is no charge. The teacher who made 
this suggestion also spoke of the matter of giving 
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one-half years in the Army. 





thanks before lunch. She has found it helpful to teachi 
the children short verses which they can repeat in uni- 
son before eating together. 

One teacher lives just outside an Indian Reservation 
and teaches in it, in order to bring the gospel to some 
who otherwise would have little opportunity. While 
she must be very careful not to proselytize in the class- 
room, she does invite the children to visit in her home. 
The invitation is often eagerly accepted. It has been 
her happy privilege to lead quite a few of these boys 
and girls to the Saviour, in the quiet and freedom of 
her own home. 

One Teachers’ Christian Fellowship group meets once 
each week, at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday. This enables 
teachers to attend the group and still not miss their 
regular eight o'clock meetings or other activities. At 
each meeting the time is spent in singing, Bible study, 
prayer,. and discussion. Some discussions followed 
along the subject of Prayer, while others have consid- 
ered Christian Discipline. Often the discussions lend 
themselves to the immediate problems of everyone in 
the group. While there are only about a dozen “regu- 
lars” so far, the real fellowship in the Lord has been 
a blessing. The enterprising president of the group was 
formerly active in Inter-Varsity at her Alma Mater. 

Several teachers devote a part of their summer hol- 
idays to Bible camps. One such camp is Burrard Bible 
Camp of Port Moody, British Columbia. There a one- 
time roadhouse has become the place of spiritual birth 
for hundreds of girls and boys. To share in such work 
for the Lord, whether as speakers, group leaders, recre- 
ation directors, or kitchen helpers is a real privilege. 
To see the new joy on their faces and to hear their con- 
fession of the Lord Jesus is reward in itself. 

One teacher superintends a week-day Bible class. 
This meets after school in the American Legion Hall. 
At the beginning of each school year, a form letter is 
sent to each parent for him to indicate his wishes in 
regard to his child’s attendance at the Bible classes. 
Attendance averages over 160 per week, including about 
two-thirds of the first- and second-graders and an in- 
creasing percentage of older pupils. Several guest 
speakers have been greatly impressed by the attentive- 
ness and reverence of these children. Each year quite 
a number put their trust in the Lord Jesus and in the 
following months show the reality of their faith. Mem- 


bers of seven churches of the community assist in 
teaching, or with transportation. Bible stories are told 
effectively in opening exercises, and memorization of 
Scripture is emphasized in the classes. All children on 
the honor roll are given opportunity to go to a week- 
end Bible camp for half-price. The Scripture memory 
course developed by this teacher has been published 
and is being used in all forty-eight states and about a 
dozen foreign countries. She began a Sunday school in 
an unchurched community. Five young people from 
this Sunday school were in Bible institutes this year. 
This teacher calls on the parents of her pupils, and on 
more than one occasion has been enabled to lead a par- 
ent to the Saviour of sinners. 

Hearing other teachers relate some ways of witness- 
ing for Christ Jesus our Lord, one teacher has become 
unusually alert in taking advantage of opportunities in 
the classroom. She enlarges on Bible references in liter- 
ature, discusses God’s relationship to us, and helps some 
who are disturbed by the perennial question: Is evolu- 
tion true? Let a direct quotation illustrate the work she 
is doing. “Who can understand ‘Trees’ or ‘Flower in a 
Crannied Wall’ without realizing God’s power in the 
world of nature? When pupils explain ‘awful,’ there 
can be a time of sharing some of their experiences of 
awe, which often lead us into a church with pipe organ 
music, or to the foot of snow-covered Mt. Baker, or even 
to Columbia Glacier in far-away Alaska. In our social 
studies classes the Bible—there are two copies in our 
library—is brought into the room or someone promises 
to read the story at home for future report. When we 
studied the Declaration of Independence, several pupils 
and parents searched the Scriptures quite some time to 
find the answer to the question: Are all men created 
equal? Junior high pupils like to discuss moral and 
spiritual problems which relate to their lives. The juve- 
nile delinquency problem strikes close too often.” 

Several music teachers select their numbers with a 
view to their spiritual content. Even in the most secu- 
larized public schools, Christmas and Easter call for 
special music. For real appreciation of music of these 
seasons, and their meaningful rendition, one needs to 
know the story of the Incarnation, the Crucifixion, and 
the Resurrection. These are told, either by the teacher 
or by some pupil prepared beforehand. Attention is 
directed to the words of some of the grand Christmas 
and Easter hymns. Some art teachers reported using 
like opportunities in a similar way. 


“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening 
withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether 
shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both 
shall be alike good” (Ecclesiastes 11:6). 

“Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due sea- 
son we shall reap, if we faint not” (Galatians 6:9). END 
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With the strong concentration during January and 
February on the campus evangelistic Missions—their 
preparation, direction, and follow-up — other campus 
news is necessarily put to one side. News of the Cam- 
pus this month, therefore, is limited to items that are 
of particular significance. 

e Student missionary conferences often receive a 
large share of their impetus from the Foreign Missions 
Fellowship chapters of Bible schools and institutes in 
the area. But when 140 students from upper New York 
colleges and universities met for a missionary confer- 
ence the last week end in October, it was a unique occa- 
sion, for they came solely from secular institutions of 
that area. 

Syracuse University IVCF was the host chapter, and 
provided accommodations for its guests in private 
homes Saturday night. Students attended Sunday morn- 
ing services with their hosts. 

Speaker of the conference was Dr. Eugene Nida of 
Wycliffe Translators and the American Bible Society. 
He brought three very worthwhile messages: “The 
Need for Missions,” “The Work of a Missionary,” and 
“The Challenge of Missions.” Dr. Nida emphasized the 
importance of witnessing and worship on the campus 
as the starting-point in missonary preparation. He 
pointed out that the word missionary, in its strictest 
sense, should be applicable to all Christians, for every 
Christian should be actively witnessing for the Lord. 
The conference did much to stimulate missionary think- 
ing—not only in terms of a future field, but also in 
terms of the present opportunities on campus. 

e@ The University of Southern California IVCF chapter 
has found a good way to solve the problem of orienting the 
new executive committee officers. Shortly after the close of 
the school year, both old and new officers of the executive 
together with the area staff member retreat to the mountain 
or beach for a week end of evaluating and planning. Usually 
some friend of the group loans his cottage and facilities, 
with all the members sharing in the work. 

During their sessions, officers talk over the program of 
the previous year, contribute ideas for its improvement, and 
then form the general plans and policies for the coming year. 
The ex-officers explain their duties to the new officers and 


Pass along the things they have learned from their year's 
experience. 

This type of retreat enables the executive to lay detailed 
Plans for every phase of the coming year's program so that 
It can be fully announced and publicized well in advance. 
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And each new officer comes away from the retreat with a 
better idea of hew his particular job fits into the whole pie- 
ture, as well as a wider vision of what is to be accomplished. 

e The big job of follow-up is now under way at the 
University of Kansas, where a mission was held the 
second week of November. Former president of West- 
mont College, Dr. James Forrester, brought a clear 
presentation of the gospel in his series of evening lec- 
tures. Six staff members were on hand during the week 
to lead discussions and give informal talks at the dorms, 
sorority and fraternity houses. Over one thousand stu- 
dents were reached through these informal meetings in 
the residences, and there was an encouraging response 
to the presentation of the gospel. A few professed to 
receive Christ as Saviour as a direct result of the Mis- 
sion. Students are continuing their contacts with others 
who showed a real interest. A Sunday afternoon meet- 
ing has been started to help establish new Christians 
in the faith. 

e@ The United States government has issued a notice of 
openings for elementary-school teachers for “the nation’s 
most unique and largest boarding school'’—Iintermountain 
Indian School at Brigham City, Utah. Applications are being 
accepted now, and those accepted can begin work right away. 
The school has a present enrollment of 1000 Navajo Indian 
children, with accommodations being intreased to take care 
of another 1150 by next fall. 

Applicants should be not over forty years old and have 
their bachelor's degree with at least 24 hours in Education, 
12 of which must be in Elementary Education. Experience must 
include either practice teaching and methods of teaching or 
one year elementary experience. Salary starts at $3100 per 
year under Civil Service benefits. Living conditions are ex- 
cellent with living expenses at a minimum. 

Persons qualified and interested should submit an Applica- 
tion for Federal Employment, Form 57 (obtainable at any 
first- or second-class post office), together with college 
transcript, to Intermountain Indian School, Brigham City, Utah. 
Applications can be made ninety days in- advance of com- 
pleting the college degree. Further information may be had 
directly from the school or from one's own college placement 
office. 

Word of these openings came to the Inter-Varsity office 
from one of Intermountain indian School's present teachers. 
He writes, ‘‘We were requested to notify anyone we knew 
of who might be interested. As a born-again Christian, | 
realize tremendous possibilities in getting some Christian 
teachers; so I've taken it upon myself to notify ... your 
organization with the hope and prayer that... the Lerd 
will call some to answer this challenge for Christian service. 


(Continued on next page) 
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THIS MONTH'S COVER 


Pennsylvania State College was chosen for this 
month's cover as representative of all the colleges 
and universities where evangelistic missions are 
taking place during IVCF’s “Year of Evangel- 
ism.” Penn State is one out of twenty schools 
having their missions in February. (For complete 


listing, see page 23.) 





There is an opportunity as always for a real Christian testi- 
mony in the classroom, as well as contacts in after-school 
hours. There is no fundamental church in Brigham and very, 
very little of a real Christian witness among these many 
Indian children . . . If any of those reached by this notice 
apply and are accepted for service, | would greatly appre- 
ciate having them get in touch [directly] with me either be- 
fore or after their arrival.’’ The name and address of this 
teacher may be had from the Chicago office of IVCF, Mission- 
ary Department. 


(Significant news of IVCF chapters [including For- 
eign Missions Fellowship and Christian Nurses Fellow- 
ship groups] is wanted for this column. Deadline for 
the April issue is February 2.) 


THE EVER-PRESENT PARADOX 
(Continued from page 10) 


issues; and we must not be separated from any of His 
children by the tiniest suspicion or unloving spirit. 


CONTENDING, YET FOLLOWING PEACE 


In Jude 3 we read, “It was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly con- 
tent for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints.” How can this be reconciled with the equally 
binding words, “Follow peace with all men . . . [avoid] 
any root of bitterness” (Hebrews 12:14-15) and “The 
servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto 
all men . . . that they may recover themselves out of 
the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 
his will” (11 Timothy 2:23-26)? We know these ex- 
hortations cannot be contradictory, but who, save the 
Holy Spirit with full right of way in our lives, can 
reconcile them? 


PRACTICE LOVE, YET PROTECT THE CHURCH 


Sometime ago I remember reading an article criticiz- 
ing as unloving those who had formed a fellowship of 
Bible-believing missionaries, and quoting Paul in Gala- 
tians 5:22, “The fruit of the Spirit is love.” As I read 
it, my mind instantly reverted to another saying of the 
same apostle in the same epistle: “There be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 


other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:7-9). Was 
Paul inconsistent then when he pronounced an ana- 
thema upon the Judaizing and false teachers of his day, 
and did he himself fail in his practice of love? We 
believe not. Rather, in protecting his Galatian converts 
from error and unsound doctrine he expressed in the 
truest and fullest measure the love of his Lord. God 
will call us to stand firmly for the teaching and preach- 
ing of sound and true doctrine, but He will also ask us 
to live continually in the atmosphere of I Corinthians 
13. 

What makes for true, vitalizing, growing spirituality? 
The answer which has been coming to me more and 
more these days is contained in one word: thirst, a 
thirst for God which can be satisfied only by saturating 
ourselves in His Word. It is the kind of thirst in the 
Psalmist’s soul when he said, “As the heart panteth 
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 
O God.” Have you and | that thirst that can be 
quenched only by and in the living God? 


But thirst created is not enough. There must also 
be thirst satisfied. For this we have His glorious prom- 
ise in John 4:14, “But whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life.” “Never thirst”— 
these are our Lord’s own words! “The water that | 
shall give him shall be in him a well of water’—this 
is His promise! 

Are these words fulfilled in us? Are we satisfied 
Christians? Are we thirsting for Christ until we come 
to Him in communion and fellowship to have the thirst 
quenched? Are we satisfied in Him and does that very 
satisfaction create a new thirst for a deeper appropria- 
tion of Him? Are we habitually coming to Him and 
habitually drinking until He becomes in us a well of 
living water giving to our lives a perennial freshness, 
fragrance, and fullness? 


But the Holy Spirit does one thing further for the 
thirsty Christian. First, there is thirst created, then 
thirst satisfied, and lastly, thirst communicated. We 
read in John 7:37-38, “In the last day, that great day 
of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that be- 
lieveth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his 
belly [inmost being] shall flow rivers of living water.” 
Our Lord invites all thirsty ones to drink until they 
themselves are full and satisfied, and overflowing. And 
it is from that overflow that the thirst is communicated 
to other lives, which in turn will be satisfied in Him. 
Are those rivers of living water flowing from our thirst- 
quenched, satisfied lives? This is the offer of God to 
each of us. END 


HIS, FEBRUARY, 1951 





f 


tiv 


St 


Qo —_—_]s = 











0 EACH 






MS WORK >, 


Leith Samuel, missioner from England now visit- 


ing Canadian and U.S. campuses, analyzes the 


strategic place of personal work in any 


evangelistic effort. 


a. SOME YEARS we at British universities have held 
“missions” (or series of meetings to present a consecu- 
tive statement of the Christian faith) as you in the 
States are doing this year. 

And we have learned one big lesson: that the measure 
of blessing on the mission is in direct proportion to the 
measure of personal work students do. 

Now just what do we mean by personal work? The 
phrase has become almost a technical term in evan- 
gelical circles meaning the work of trying to lead an- 
other to Christ. Bishop Taylor Smith used to say to 
students, “If | were walking down the road and met 
you walking with a friend, and you introduced your 
friend to me, that would be personal work.” The ob- 
jective of personal work is “not to influence another 
for Christianity” or “to impress a man with the per- 
sonality of Jesus” but to introduce another to Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. 

This is the objective. Of course it takes many links 
to form a chain. And we may not always provide the 
last link, but we must never be satisfied with an aim 
that falls short of that last link. 


Really, this is. no new technique in soul-winning. 
D. L. Moody said, “The way to reach, the masses is to 
reach them one by one.” C. H. Spurgeon, “Prince of 
Preachers,” said “The best fruit is hand-plucked.” He 
attributed the great fruitfulness of his ministry to the 
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work of men and women in his congregation who used 
to sit in strategic positions in his auditorium to make 
contact with convicted men and women as soon as the 
service ended. 

As in the days of those spiritual giants, so today 
there are two prerequisites for personal work. First, 
the establishment of a right relationship with God 
through the Lord Jesus and assurance of it. Second, 
a close walk with God. We must be in Christ, know 
that we are in Christ, and abide in Christ. Only thus 
will we receive the vision of the need and of the Saviour 
whose heart yearns to save men and women around us. 
It is said of the Moravians that the secret of their pas- 
sion of souls was that they saw, behind every dark 
heathen face, the yearning face of the Christ who died 
for such. Out of this twofold vision comes prayer for 
men and women in general, for specific men and women 
by name, and for laborers or personal workers. 

For the sake of simplicity, here is a skeleton outline 
of program for personal work for God. 

1. The personnel. Ordinary men and women at the 
disposal of an extraordinary Saviour, the only Saviour 
(N.B. Acts 8:4). 

2. The plan. The Lord Jesus Himself is the great 
Personal Worker (see John 10:16). He must bring the 
other sheep Himself; He says so. But He asks us to go 
with Him to be His hands, His feet, His lips. 


(Continued on next page) 


3. The steps. These are sometimes very small to 
start with — going out of our way to be friendly to 
somebody, giving him notes of a lecture he missed, 
lending him books, going to see him when he is sick. 
But little is much when God is in it. The Christian 
must be friendly to all and scornful of none. This de- 
mands a love that only Christ can give us. Sometimes 
unusual steps confront us. We must always be on the 
lookout for prepared souls. What a relief it is to re- 
member that it is for Christ to make the opportunity 
and for us to take it. But the normal task is to lay 
paving-stones or build bridges for the gospel to come 
over when the opportunity comes. 


4. The place. Just where we are. See John 15:16. 
“I have placed you”—we must believe Him. 


5. The power. See Acts 1:8. The power of the Holy 
Spirit is always available where He has placed us. 


6. The presentation of the message. When the steps 
have been taken to pave the way for God’s ultimatum 
concerning His Son, how are we to make sure that our 
man has an adequate opportunity for vital contact with 
the living Christ? First, let’s remember what he needs: 
Because of his past and because of his membership in 
the human race he requires forgiveness and cleansing 
and reconciliation with a Holy God, whose holiness has 
been outraged by sin. Because of man’s frail human 
nature, he needs a new strength that cannot be reached 
by even the best man standing on tiptoe. Because of 
his own plans or lack of them for the future, he needs 
the guidance of the living God and grace to follow that 
guidance. Now sometimes he does not realize these 
needs, and we will have to point them out. Then we 
can tell of the provision. In Christ’s death for sin, 
there is free forgiveness and cleansing. Christ will enter 
our lives and bring all the strength that we need. And 
Christ has His plan for each life and can enable us to 
fulfill it, no matter how storm-tossed our world. 


But again and again we will be driven to recognize 
that men are held back not really by arguments but by 
their master, the god of this age who has blinded their 
minds (II Corinthians 4:4). So that while we may lend 
them books that have helped us, take them to sermons 
or bring evangelistic meetings on the campus, and in- 
vite them to supper afterwards, these things alone can 
never win them. We must earnestly pray for their de- 
liverance from the grip of the enemy (see Matthew 


18:19; If Corinthians 10:3-5). 


If there were only half a million Christians in the 
world and each was a personal worker who won to 
Christ each year one other who in turn did the same, 
before twelve years were up there would be nobody 
left to win! What a challenge for each of us to do his 
little part! END 
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DISTINCTION SET FORTH 

Thank you for the fine and spirited challenge by Mr. 
R. L. Bachman in the October issue [“Holding On To 
Freedom”). I appreciate his emphasis on the fact that 
Christians share in the resultant evils of social un- 
righteousness. He is right. We have responsibilities to 
human government and society. 

I believe it is important to point out that Mr. H. W. 
Butt in “Tests of Eternal Life” [first in the series, Oc- 
tober HIS) did not make the important distinction be- 
tween the faith of assent and the faith of committal. 
Mr. Butt lists certain propositions that one must be- 
lieve to have eternal life. He then says that the natural 
man cannot believe them, particularly the proposition 
that Christ is the Son of God. In both Mark and James 
we find unregenerate beings confessing belief in this 
theology. The point is that one can believe in his mind 
without committal in his heart. The first is possible 
and actual among many unsaved. The latter is saving 
faith. In witnessing one must always make clear this 
distinction in order not to confuse people. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. JOHN M. BARBEE 
HELPFUL IN JAPAN 

I have enjoyed the magazine so much in the past and 
am sure that it will add much to the spiritual strength 
that will be needed to help in the great missionary pro- 
gram in Japan. Our mission board. . . is just begin- 
ning a new mission field in Japan, and I am the first 
to go out under that board. 


Osaka, Japan RUTH WIENS 


COMPLICATED IN AUSTRALIA 

Let me say how much I’ve enjoyed HIS, which is a 
first-class piece of journalism . . . I am responsible for 
the editing of the Australian “Inter-Varsity” (counter- 
part of HIS “down under”) which is a much less am- 
bitious production than HIS . . . Unfortunately the 
chap who does the [printing] has his plant in Sydney— 
I live in Brisbane (1000 miles north approximately) 


which complicates the business of editing. 
Brisbane, Australia KEITH H. MC DONALD 
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This telling passage from Roland Allen’s 





book “The Spontaneous Expansion of the 


Church”? reveals the secret of the gospel’s 


irresistible advance—on the campus as well 


as on the mission field. 
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IRRESISTIBLE 


i, WE SEEK for the cause which produces rapid expan- 
sion when a new faith seizes hold of men who feel able 
and free to propagate it spontaneously of their own 
initiative, we find its roots in a certain natural instinct. 
This instinct is admirably expressed in a saying of 
Archytas of Tarentum quoted by Cicero, “If a man 
ascended to Heaven and saw the beautiful nature of the 
world and of the stars his feeling of wonder, in itself 
most delightful, would lose its sweetness if he had not 
someone to whom he could tell it.” This is the instinc- 
tive force which drives men even at the risk of life itself 
to impart to others a newfound joy: this is why it is 
proverbially difficult to keep a secret. It is not sur- 
prising then that when Christians are scattered and feel 
solitary this craving for fellowship should demand an 
outlet, especially when the hope of the gospel and the 
experience of its power is something new and wonder- 
ful. But in Christians there is more than this natural 
instinct. The Spirit of Christ is a Spirit who longs for, 
and strives after, the salvation of the souls of men, and 
that Spirit dwells in the Christians. That Spirit con- 
verts the natural instinct into a longing for the conver- 
sion of others which is indeed divine in its source and 
character. 


Where this instinct for expression, this divine desire 
for the salvation of others has free course, there it ex- 
ércises a most extraordinary power. That power is viv- 


Used by permission of the World Dominion Press, London. 
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idly suggested by M. Taine in his History of English 
Literature. Speaking of the causes which led to the 
Reformation in England, he describes the way in which 
knowledge of salvation spread through the country: 
Seul a seul, quand il est sur de son voisin il lui en parle, 
et quand un paysan parle de telle sorte a un paysan, 
un ouvrier a un ouvrier, vous savez quel est leffet.” 
[As one individual to another—when he is sure of his 
neighbor, he speaks to him of these things; and when 
one peasant speaks in such a way to another peasant, 
one workman to another workman, you know the result.) 

Spontaneous expansion begins with the individual 
effort of the individual Christian to assist his fellow, 
when common experience, common difficulties, common 
toil have first brought the two together. It is this equal- 
ity and community of experience which makes the one 
deliver his message in terms which the other can under- 
stand, and makes the hearer approach the subject with 
sympathy and confidence—with sympathy because the 
common experience makes approach easy and natural, 
with confidence, because the one is accustomed to un- 
derstand what the other says and expects to understand 
him now. 

What carries conviction is the manifest disinterested- 
ness of the speaker. He speaks from his heart because 
he is too eager to be able to refrain from speaking. 
His subject has gripped him. He speaks of what he 
knows. and knows by experience. The truth which he 
imparts is his own truth. He knows its force. He is 


(Continued on inside back cover) 
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ANMIMILATION 


—can we expect it? 


BY W. GLYN EVANS 


Riss IS PREPARING for medical missionary work in 
the Congo. Said a friend to me the other day, “He'll 
never get there.” 

Surprised, I asked, “Why?” 

“The way things are going there won’t be any Congo 
to go to. Nor any place else. In this Atomic Age man 
is going to destroy his own civilization. And soon.” 

This would have sounded hysterical except that I had 
been reading the same sort of statements froin scien- 
tists—men who specialize in facts. Albert Einstein, for 
example, comes out with this: “Annihilation of any 
life on earth has been brought within the range of tech- 
nical possibilities.” And we are all acquainted with the 
dire forecast of Modern Arms and Free Men, where 
Dr. Vannevar Bush gloomily predicts possible race sui- 
cide from guided missiles and bacteriological warfare. 

Well, what’s the answer? Will you, a student, ever 
reach the ministry? The mission field? The science 
lab? Is there anything in the Bible that would give 
us any light on whether we are to live or be blown into 
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endless darkness? Are scientists right when they darkly forecast the doom of 
human existence? 

The question may be answered by a glance at the implications of Genesis 
1:1, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” The word “create” 
is bara, “to create from no pre-existing materials,” or, as the Latin Fathers 
termed it, “creation ex nihilo.” The two general spheres of God’s creation are 
(1) physical, or the material universe, and (2) moral, or the world of man. 

If God created these two realms ex nihilo, it follows that He alone can main- 
tain them. And if so, He maintains the physical universe, thus contradicting the 
Mechanism theory; and the moral universe, contradicting Deism. The fact that 
God maintains the physical universe is abundantly established in Scripture. 
Take Colossians 1:17 as an example: “He [Christ] is before all things and by 
him all things consist.” The word “consist” literally means “to stand together” 
or “to cohere.” Keep in mind the staggering amount of space involved in our 
universe and at the same time remember the absolute precision by which it 
moves, and you have an idea of the completeness of God’s control. 

The same may be said of the moral universe. Deism’s portrait of a “hands 
off” God has no place in Scripture. The book of Daniel is the classic scriptural 
treatment of God’s sovereign control over the affairs of nations, even to the 
removal of individual kings (Daniel 2:21). This same truth is impressed in 
turn upon the proud Nebuchadnezzar, his grandson, the conceited Belshazzar, 
and the Persian king, Darius. In a book that reveals the prophetic backbone of 
human history it is significant that pagan rulers repeatedly confess the supreme 
Lordship of God in the earthly affairs of men. While it must be remembered 
that God is not partner to the evil that presently dominates the world, He is in 
ultimate control of every action of men, whether good or evil, so that even the 
present reign of terror on the part of evil is limited and, when God’s purposes 
for men reach a certain point, evil will be abolished before the blaze and splen- 
dor of millennial glory. 

Now let’s come back to our primary question: “Will the world of human 
beings be annihilated?” We may answer by a return question: “Who will do 
the annihilating? God?” There is not a shred of evidence anywhere in His 
Word that would support belief in a divine overthrow of the race. 

It is true that God will bring the world, both “quick [living] and dead,” to 
judgment and that those who have refused His truth will be separated from Him 
forever. It is true that this age will end in catastrophe, a fusion of both divine 
judgment upon men and demonic power within men. the climax of which occurs 
with the personal appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ “in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” It is true that this series of end-time catastrophic judgments will 
take its toll of human life, probably on an unprecedented scale. 

And yet our Lord Himself was careful to state that those days would be 
shortened “for the elect’s sake,” i.e., so that not all His servants are slain. That 
there will be a vast number of human beings left at Jesus’ return is proved by 
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the “Judgment of the Nations” (Matthew 25), a judg- 
ment which determines national rank in the millennial 
kingdom. The very millennial kingdom over which 
Christ is to rule. Thus the Father could say to the 
Son, “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen 
[nations] for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession” (Psalm 2:8). Obvi- 
ously this kingdom purpose of God is at once contra- 
dictory to any assumption that He intends the complete 
overthrow of the race. 

We press to another question: “Who will annihilate 
the race? Men?” That man has the capability of total 
self-destruction is not herein considered. It is not can 
he, but will he? At this point Bible students may be 
emphatic. Never! As long as God entertains eternal 
purposes for human beings, and as long as God rules 
as the indisputable Sovereign over all the affairs of 
men, it follows that our race will not be overthrown 
by its own power. 

To Christians it is inconceivable that God’s intention 
to “call out a people for his name” must be discarded 
because the human race has committed suicide. It is 
dificult to imagine God’s embarrassment because the 
race, upon which He designs eternal plans, is no more! 
By the very character of God, by the finality of His 
revelation, by the veracity of His Word, and by His 
supreme control over both stars and men, there can be 
no race annihilation. 

The fact that man now has the means of self-destruc- 
tion, however, should mean that the clock of God is 
nearing the last minute. If evil men dominate the world 
(and they do), and if they possess the technique of 
race suicide (and they do), then it follows that God 
must move more quickly than they and must anticipate 
any such move on their part. Time is telescoping as far 
as man is concerned, and the end-time rushes upon us 
with gaining momentum. The application of this stark 
fact is simple: (1) the Christian must redouble every 
effort to expose the world to the saving gospel of 
Christ. No longer can we afford to haggle over minor 
differences or stop short because of apparent difficulties. 
“To the ends of the earth” must be our aim and we must 
move toward that goal with the quickest speed we can 
muster. The shadow of the end accentuates the last 
command of our Lord to “go disciple the nations.” 
(2) Unsaved men must believe the gospel of Christ 
now, if they would be saved. The urgency of the gospel 
has never presented itself more powerfully to the hearts 
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literally true: “Repent now—tomorrow may be too 


late.” END | 


FROM THE REVIEW SHELF 
(Continued from page 22) 


Seminary. Available from Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, 
1444 North Astor, Chicago 10. 130 pages. $1.00. 


In a study which deserves the thoughtful considera- 
tion of Christians everywhere, the notable Vice-Princi- 
pal of Institut Emmaus in Switzerland, deals with the 
ecumenical question. The book is substantially a series 
of lectures given by Dr. Pache last winter at Dallas 
Theological Seminary, where they were received with 
such enthusiasm that it was felt they should be made 
available to the Christian public. 

In his foreword, the author describes the growing 
tendency toward unification in religious circles known 
as The Ecumenical Movement. It is based on the sin- 
cere desire of many Christians to eliminate the differ- 
ences that have separated them from each other and to 
unite in one great world-wide, ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion. 

At the same time, a growing state of apostasy is evi- 
dent among many Christians as seen in an indifference 


to doctrine and in some cases, even a daring denial of © 


the fundamental truths of the gospel. A large num- 
ber, carried away by their longing for union, are being 
swept into a collaboration which involves compromise. 


In view of these facts, Dr. Pache says he is “persuaded | 


that the question of spiritual unity is one of the grav- 
est and most urgent of our time.” 


In The Ecumenical Movement, the author has made 
an attempt “to treat the ecumenical question in a gen- 
eral and objective fashion, considering the different 
aspects of the subject and allowing authorized repre- 
sentatives of the various points of view to speak for 
themselves.” Because of the limited nature of the treat- 
ment, he has had to pass over certain points on which 
there is general agreement and concentrate his atten- 
tion on those spiritual fundamentals which are at the 
base of the entire ecumenical position. 


A few of the chapter titles are as follows: “The Be- 
ginnings of the Ecumenical Movement”; “The World 
Council of Churches”; “Doctrinal Basis of the Move- 
ment”; “Rome and the Ecumenical Movement”; “Mov- 
ing Toward the Superchurch”; ‘““Ecumenicalism in Con- 
servative Circles.” 


In presenting this study, the author expresses the 
hope that, as we become clear on these matters, “we 
will be able to make the practical decisions necessary 
as individual cases arise.” —LST 
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of unbelieving men than it has in our day. The old 
exhortation of the evangelists may at any time become 
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f ORGETTING those things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto those things which are before, | press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14). 

Just what is this “high calling”? The salutation of 
First Corinthians gives a clear answer: “Unto the 
church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
them that in every place call upon the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours” (I Corinthians 
1:2). We see here that the high calling of God is not 
simply to be called from eternal death; it is to be called 
to a special life for God through Christ. Notice too 
that all who “in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord” in believing faith are also among 
those who are called to be saints. So we are specifically 
included. 

Obviously, then, we need to know something of what 
this calling as saints involves—what its responsibilities 
and privileges are. Obviously. too, it is only possible 





BY DOUGLAS C. HARTLEY 


In a devotional article worth careful 


study, a Christian layman points out the privileges 


and responsibilities of saints. 








here to touch the fringe of such an inexhaustible subject. 
THE CHARACTER OF A SAINT 

First, what does it mean to be “called to be saints”? 
A saint is one who has been sanctified, that is, set apart 
for a holy purpose. I Corinthians 1:30 tells us that our 
Lord Jesus Christ “is made unto us . . . sanctification.” 
Again, in Ephesians 5:25-27 we read that Christ loved 
the Church and gave Himself for it so that He might 
“sanctify and cleanse it . . . that he might present it 
to himself a glorious church . . . holy and without 
blemish.” Hebrews 10:10 says that “we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all,” and verse 14, “by one offering he hath per- 
fected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

Thus we see that “called to be saints” means that all 
who have accepted Christ as Saviour through His “once 
for all” act of grace, He makes perfect, without spot 
or blemish. and presents as an offering unto God to 
glorify Him. 

This, then, is the basic characteristic of the saint; 
not that we have already “arrived” at all of the per- 
fections, but, as St. Paul says in Philippians 3:14, 
“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus,” so that, as we surrender 
ourselves more and more completely unto the will of 
God, and experience the life that He has in mind for 
us, we shall day by day be made more nearly perfect 
in Him. Psalm 1:1-2 says, “Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth 
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and night” (see 
also Psalm 15). 

THE PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF SAINTS 

So much for the characteristics of the saints. What 
of their privileges and responsibilities? Interestingly, 
these are inextricably linked together. For example, 
not only are the saints promised that they will incur 
the enmity of the world, but, they are told, it is for the 
sake of Christ. It is at once both a responsibility and 
a privilege. “Ye shall be hated of all men for my sake” 
(Matthew 10:22) and, “If the world hate you, ye know 
that it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). 

We must expect to have opposition, not only of the 
world, but of the Prince of this world as well. In Job 
1:9-11 we have an example of the hatred in Satan’s 
heart: “Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth 
Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an hedge 
about him? . . . thou hast blessed the work of his hands, 
and his substance is increased . . . But put forth thine 
hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse 
thee to thy face.” Recall all that Job suffered because 
God permitted him to be grievously tested by the devil, 
yet Job accounted his saintship of such incomparable 
value that in chapter 13, verses 15-16 he exclaims, 
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“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in Him... He 
also shall be my salvation.” 


Coupled with the hatred of the world comes persecu- 
tion—both in the time of Job, and in ours—‘‘But as 
then he that was born of the flesh persecuted him that 
was born after the Spirit, even so it is now” (Galatians 
4:29). 

Against all this we have the assurance that He will 
keep us safe against all difficulties and evils until the 
end. “We both labour and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, 
specially of those that believe” (I Timothy 4:10); 
and, “I know whom | have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day” (II Timothy 1:12). 

Too, the privilege of communion and fellowship is 
ours, both with God and with each other: “We took 
sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of 
God in company” (Psalm 55:14). “Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the 
Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for them that feared the 
Lord and that thought upon his name” (Malachi 3:16). 
“Bear ye one anothers burdens” (Galatians 6:2); 
“comfort one another” (I Thessalonians 4:18). “But 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another” (I John 1:7). 

Moreover, we have prayer answered and _ blessings 
granted for our sakes. “They cried unto the Lord in 
their trouble, and he delivered them out of their dis- 
tresses” (Psalm 107:6). “The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much. Elias . . . subject 
to like passions as we are . . . prayed earnestly that it 
might not rain: and it rained not . . . And he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 
forth her fruit” (James 5:16-17). “And he [God] said 
unto him [Lot], See, I have accepted thee concerning 
this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for 
the which thou hast spoken” (Genesis 19:21; see also 
verse 29). “i have learned by experience that the Lord 
hath blessed me for thy sake” (Genesis 30:27). “But 
for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened” 
(Matthew 24:22). 


The passing of the saints to be with the Lord is a 
joyful thing for Him as well as for them: “Precious in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints” (Psalm 
116:15). “But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him” 
(I Thessalonians 4:13-14). 


In this life we enjoy God’s favor. “God, that giveth 
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to all men liberally, and upbraideth not” (James 1:5) 
and “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,” 
(James 1:17). “Toward thee [God will send] goodness, 
if thou continue in his goodness” (Romans 11:22). 

In the life to come we shall see His glory. “The 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his 
throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burn- 
ing fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from 
before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him” 
(Daniel 7:9-10). “One sat on the throne. And he that 
sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: 
and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in 
sight like unto an emerald” (Revelation 4:2). “And 
there shall be no night there . . . no candle, neither 
light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light” 
(Revelation 22:5). “For me a crown of righteousness” 
(II Timothy 4:8); “and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:17); “when his glory shall 
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy” 
(I Peter 4:13). 

These are some of the priceless privileges and bless- 
ings which come to those “called to be saints,” because 
they put their trust in the finished work of Christ. 
What a glorious prospect! What present responsibility! 
And in the contemplation of the benefits, let us not lose 
sight of the grave responsibilities of our calling as 
saints—responsibilities to our God (Jude 21) to the 
“household of faith” (Galatians 6:10); and in obe- 
dience to the command of Christ (Matthew 28:19-20), 
that urgent and ever-present obligation to the unsaved! 
END 





THE IRRESISTIBLE ADVANCE 
(Continued from page 31) 


speaking almost as much to relieve his own mind as to 
convert his hearer, and yet he is as eager to convert his 
hearer as to relieve his own mind; for his mind can 
only be relieved by sharing his new truth, and his truth 
is not shared until another has received it. This his 
hearer realizes. Inevitably he is moved by it. Before 
he has experienced the truth himself he has shared the 
speaker’s experience. 

To all this is added the mysterious power of a secret. 
Christian experience is always a secret; and the man 
who speaks of it to another always pays him a subtle 
compliment, when he entrusts him with his secret of 
life. But when, as is often the case in the mission field, 
that secret is a dangerous secret; when careless speech 
may lead to punishment, disgrace, or persecution; when 
the speaker entrusts his hearer with the safety of his 
life, or his liberty, or his property; such confidence, 


such trust, compel attention. 


Upon the speaker, too, the effort to express his truth 
exercises a profound effect. The expression of his ex- 
perience intensifies it; it renews it; it repeats it; it en- 
lightens it. In speaking of it he goes through it again; 
in setting it before another he sets it before himself in 
a new light. He gets a deeper sense of its reality and 
power‘and meaning. In speaking of it; he pledges him- 
self to the conduct and life which it involves. He pro- 
claims himself bound by it, and every time that his 
speech produces an effect upon another, that effect re- 
acts upon himself, making his hold upon his truth surer 
and stronger. 


But this only if his speech is voluntary and spon- 
taneous. If he is a paid agent, both speaker and hearer 
are affected by that fact. The speaker knows, and knows 
that the other knows, that he is employed by a mission 
to speak. He is not delivering his own message because 
he cannot help it. He is not speaking of Christ because 
Christ alone impels him. Do men not ask our paid 
agents, How much are you paid for this work? And 
must they not answer? And does not the answer de- 
stroy the effect of which we have been thinking? 


One of the great virtues of spontaneous voluntary 
expression is that in the effort to express to another a 
truth which the speaker has found he not only renews 
the past, but, especially in the early stages, he finds out 
his own ignorance of many aspects of his truth, and he 
is generally eager to learn, and to inquire further for 
himself. He searches diligently for answers to difficul- 
ties which arise. He is not an authorized and licensed 
preacher; he has not professional omniscience to main- 
tain; he can and will confess ignorance and seek help. 
He is forced to think over and over again about the 
implications of his truth; he has few ready-made stereo- 
typed answers. As he goes on, no doubt, these tend to 
multiply, but they cannot multiply at first without much 
real experience. Thus the voluntary spontaneous ex- 
pression of truth experienced strengthens and advances 
the speaker. 


By spontaneous expansion I mean something which 
we cannot control. And if we cannot control it, we 
ought, as I think, to rejoice that we cannot control it. 
For if we cannot control it, it is because it is too great, 
not because it is too small for us. The great things of 
God are beyond our control. Therein lies a vast hope. 
Spontaneous expansion could fill the continents with 
the knowledge of Christ: our control cannot reach as 
far as that. We constantly bewail our limitations: open 
doors unentered; doors closed to us as foreign mis- 
sionaries; fields white to the harvest which we cannot 
reap. Spontaneous expansion could enter open doors, 
force closed ones, and reap those white fields. END 





the editorial 


Christ and this Kingdom 


» GREAT CARAVAN of men and nations is once more 
on the move. It may seem to pause for an hour, for a 
night, but there is no resting-place. We cannot relive 
our past. The future for us and for our nation is uncer- 
tain. We endure another convulsive spasm in human 
history when empires rise and fall, when little people 
are crushed and forgotten. We are either complacent 
oxen—beasts unaware that we perish—or we writhe and 
gasp in anguish as we struggle against the undertow that 
sucks us to our doom. We hope as we die. We pray 
that our children may find that peace and rest for which 
we, together with past generations, have sought in vain. 
We seek a permanent dwelling-place—a city which has 
foundations. We always fail to understand that this 
continuing permanent city cannot be found on earth. 

Yet there is an eternal city, an everlasting kingdom. 
There is one place and only one, of security and rest. 
There is an eternal sheepfold where man may “go in 
and out and find pasture” (John 10:9b). There is one 
divine Shepherd-King, Christ Jesus. He is a King of 
infinite holiness and love, of eternal righteousness and 
power. He is unseen, but on His throne He reigns and 
waits until all enemies, even death, shall be destroyed; 
until it is His time of triumph and glory. Then He will 
reveal Himself and all kingdoms and nations will own 
Him Lord. 

Apart from Christ and His kingdom there is no foun- 
dation of life, no security, no resting-place, no peace, 
not even hope. Man, being a sinner who has rebelled 
and continues to rebel against God and to refuse His 
sovereignty, destroys himself. 

Man seeks life, but chooses death and destruction. 
Some men profess Christ and claim to work for His 
eternal kingdom. But they refuse to believe Christ when 
He says, “My kingdom is not of this world.” They in- 


sist that God’s kingdom is of this world. They refused 
to be strangers and pilgrims in this world and to regard 
heaven as their home. In their presumption and dis- 
obedience they engage in the futile effort to bring men 
and nations to some materialistic socialist utopia (or 
capitalist utopia, for that matter), which they claim is 
the Kingdom of God on earth. They interpret the King- 
dom of God in terms of a world-church organization 
or a political-economic order. Such is the ultimate 
folly and insanity of sinful man blinded by his conceit 
and self-esteem—man who would reduce God to the 
level of His now sinful creation and exalt himself to 
the throne of God. 

Yet still the nail-pierced, thorn-crowned King of Love 
and Peace knocks at the heart’s door of men and na 
tions. He offers forgiveness, salvation, and life. He 
warns of the coming destruction of this world and its 
kingdoms. He promises that “there shall be a taber- 
nacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and | 
for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and 
from rain” (Isaiah 4:6). In the tumults and tribulations 
of this life, to those who believe on Him He proves | 
Himself ‘a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy 
in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from 
the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as & 
storm against the wall” (Isaiah 25:4). 

But men and nations, their hearts failing them 
through fear, are deaf to the voice of Christ. They 
writhe in agony to avoid the doom of their own mak- 
ing. They struggle to escape from the quicksand of 
their own choosing. Men refuse to believe God’s Word, 
“This is not your rest” (Micah 2:10). They will not 
heed Christ when He says, My kingdom is not of this 
world . . . Ye will not come unto me, that ye might have 
life (John 18:36; 5:40). —csw 





